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The SPEAKFER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m,, and read prayers.

QUESTION — MINES REGULATION
AMENDMENT.

Mr. HEITMANN asked the Minister
for Mines: 1, What was the result of the
conferences between officers of the Mines
Deparvtmeni and interested parties on the
question of freeing ore passes? 2, Who
recommended Regulation No. 40, laid on
the Table of the onse and adopted dur-
ing this vear, dealing with “shrinkage
system™ passes? 3, Will the hon. Minis-
ter explain the difference between this re-
gulation and the one objected to in the
House last session. which he agreed to
withdraw?

The MINISTER FOR MINES re-
plied: 1, The conference sat at Kalgoor-
lie on the 30th Navember, 1909, and there
were present the State Mining Engineer,
two inspeetors of mines, two representa-
tives of the Chamber of Mines, and two
representatives of the Federated Miners’
Tnion. The guestion of amending Re~ula-
tion 4, Rule 39, under the Mines Regula-
fion Act. 1906, was very fully discussed,
and it was eventnally agreed to fall in
with the union’s with, exeept in the case
of flat passes inclined at angles of less
than 45 degrees from the horizontal where-
in all agreed that it would often be nec-
essary for men to enter to shovel the dirt
in order to make it move at all. 2, The
State Mining Engineer. 3, The old rule
permitted men to go into blocked passes,
under ecertain restrictions, for the pur-
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pose of freeing them, The new rules pro-
hibit men from entering the passes to free
them when the inclination of the pass is
over 45 dezrees from the horizontal, or
where the slhirinkage syslem is adopted,
when they may enter the pass under spec-
ial restrictions,

QUESTION—FREEZING WORKS
FOR ALBAXNY.

Mr. PRICE asked the Minister for
Apriculture: 1, Will ke inform the
House when it is propused to commence
the erection of freezing works at Albany?
2, In view of the faet that the fruit ex-
port season is now approaching, will he
redeem his promise, made last February,
that sueh freezing works shall be com-
pleted in time to deal with the coming
season’s exports?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICUL-
TURE replied: 1, Difficulty was experi-
enced in securing a snitable site. After
one was selected further delay was oe-
casioned hy the fact that the Publie
TWorks Department found it necessary to
sink trial holes to test the snbsoil bhefore
plans could be prepared on the basis of
the expenditure allowed for the works.
Working plans are now in hand, and con-
tracts will be advertised in a few weeks.
2, On account of this nnforeseen delay it
is hardly possible that the works will be
ready in time far this season’s business.

Mr. JACOBY: Axising out of this
question T ask the Minister—In view of
the fact that after considerable experi-
ence of pre-cooling prior in export in
two of the Fastern States the recent Aus-
tralasian Conference of Frunit Growers'
nunanimously decided that sueh pre-cooling
was neither necessary or advisable, is it
the intention of the Minister to proceed
with erecting refrigerators at Fremantle
and Albany for this porpose?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICUL-
TURE: Yes, I consider it necessary.

Mr. JACOBY: T do not think the Min-
ister properly undersinod me. T want to
know whether it is his intention to erect
refrigerators for the purpose of pre-cool-
ine fruit at Albany and Fremantle?

The MINISTER FOR MAGRICTL-
TURE: Works will be erected at Fre-
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mantle and Albany for pre-cooling if it is
so desired and for other purposes.

QUESTION—WAGIN COURTHOUSE.

Mr. COLLIER (for Mr. Bath) asked
the Attorney General: 1, Has a site been
selected for the courthouse and lands
offiece at Wagin? 2, 1f not, what is the
cause of the delay? 3, Has a report been
received from officers sent up to inspeet
suggested sites? 4, Was a reserve set
apart for this purpose? 5, Is it proposed
to select a site other than this reserve? 6,
If so, for what reason¥ 7, What rent is
being paid for premises at present used?
8, Are these sunitable for the purpose?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied:
1, Yes. 2, See No. 1. 3, Yes. 4, Yes, site
reserved being Reserve 5730, Uplands
Street—Vide Gazette, 206th November,
1910. 5, No, 6, See answers 4 and 5.
7, £50 per year. 8, No.

QUESTION—CASE OF MR. J. G
HAY.

Mr. COLLIER {for Mr. Bath) asked
the Premier: 1, Is the Premier aware
that his predecessor made a promise to in-
quire into the claim of Mr. J. G. Hay,
ex-employee of the Government Labonr
Bureau? 2, Has any action been taken
in the matter? 3, If so, with what result?
4, If no aetion has yet been taken will
the Premier have the inquiry made as pro-
mised ?

The PREMIER replied: 1, I find that
my predecessor promised on September
Hh that Mr. Hay’s elaim would receive
consideration. 2, 3, and 4, The matter is
now being further inguirved into.

QUESTION—ARGENTINE IMMI-
GRANTS.

Mr. ANGWIN asked the Minister for
Lands: 1, Has the Minister’s attention
been drawn to the following paragraph
published in the WWest Awustralian news-
paper on Tuesday last, 22nd November:

Argentine Settlers—The Midland

Railway Company report that they

have disposed of 11 bloeks of land in
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Berkshire Valley to a colony of seven
settlers from the provinee of Patagonia,
in the Argentine Republic. These men
are described as a sturdy loi of farm-
ers who bring with them a ripe experi-
ence, a fair amount of capital, machi-
nery, eteetera, and will number in all,

with their wives and families, nearlv 40

souls. Had they not suceeceded in ob-

taining land from the Midland Com-
pany their intention was to leave for

Queensland.

2, Were any applications made to the
Lands Department by the persons re-
ferred to, for land? 3, Could not the
Lands Department supply suitable land
out of the large areas stated to be open
for selection? 4, If so, can the Minister
state for what reason these persens would
have left the State if they did not get
land from the Midiand Company?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS re-
plied: 1, Yes, 2, No; they made in-
quiries and were given passes to inspect
land but did not lodge any applications.
3, Yes. 4, No.

BILI—TRANSFER OF LAND
AMENDMENT,
Tntroduced by Mr. HUDSON and read
a first time.

ACT

MOTION—RAILWAY PROJECT,
ESPERANCE-NORSEMAN,
As to Postponement.

Notice of motion read for Mr. Hud-
son to move: “That in the opinien of
this House the early construetion of the
railway between Esperance and Norse-
man, on the route already surveyed, is
necessary i order to develop to the best
advantage the agricultural, pastoral, and
mining resources of the south-east portion
of the State.”

Mr. HUDSON: I move—

That the notice of motion be post-
poned.

The PREMIER (Hon. Frank Wil-
son) : This notice of motion has been on
the Notice Paper for many weeks past
and it has been postponed Hme after
time. I am of opinion that it should be



[30 Novemser, 1910.]

moved or struck off the Notice Paper. I
‘hope the hon. member will see the pro-
priety of doing one or the olher. I hope
he will move the motion, or let it lapse
and bring it on at a later slage if he so
desires,

Mr, HUDSON: Tt is the action of the
Premier that has prevented this motion
being dealt with. TLast July a deputation
from the goldfields waited on the late
Premier {Sir Newton Moore) and asked
for an answer in regard to their request
that a railway should be built to Esper-
ance, and Sir Newton Moore =aid that he
would consider the matter, and that the
advisory board would be seni to make a
further inspection of the land. He said
that the board wonll gv as svon as pos-
sible and make a report, and that he
would give his answer within at any rate
two months.  Shortly  afterwards this
notice of motion was given by me, and
the notice has remained on the Notice
Paper in order to allow me to get that
advisory board’s report before dealing
with it; buat the visit of the advisory
board to the distriet has been deliberately
delayed by the present Premier, and it
was not until last week that the board
went down. | understand they returned
vesterday, and T now ask the Premier
whether he will give me the opportunity
of moving this motion during the present
sesston, and whether he will place on the
Table within a reasonahle time the report
of the adivsory board?

The PREMIER: 1f this motion de-

pends npon the report of the advisory
board——

Mr. Johnson: Certainly it does,

Mr. Hudson: What would you say if
I moved it without the report?

The PREMIER: Then why did yon
wish to move it before getting the report?
The hon. member will have time enough
to move his motion when he gets the re-
port of the board. My predecessor ful-
filled his promise. He directed the board
to inspect the eountry at the earliest pos-
sible opportunity:

M. O'Loghlen:
July,

He promised it last
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The PTREMIER: They cannot go out
on a moment’s notice. They made a pre-
liminary inspeetion and they needed to
have the land classified before they could
make a full inspection. The ex-Premier
vertainly carried out his promise, and the
advisory board is now in (hat distriet in-
specting the land,

The Minister for Lands: They came
back yesterday.

The PREMIER: The hon. member
knows full well that as soon as the report
is in my hands it will be laid on the Table
of the House, as any other report that has
heen received has been laid upon the
Table, ‘Dhere lias been no delay that he
cau charge the (lovernment with, and it is
no fault of the Government. Why did
he table the motion before he was ready
to go on with it?

My, Johnson: llecause he thought you
wonld go on with your promise.

The PREMIER : There is time enough
for the hon. member to complain when
we refuse to put the report on the Table
when it is furnished. T maintain the
hon, member was going on with this mo-
tion without the report of the advisory
board when le gave notice of it.

My, Huodson: I had no sueh intention..

The PREMIER: Well, we cannot have
a molion postponed indefinitely; it onght
either to be moved and carried, or re-
jected, or it ought (o leave the Notice
Paper. That is my reading of the rule
of Parliamentary procedure. I may say
at once I am quite prepared to give the
hon. member an opportunity of discussing
the report of the advisory board when it
comes,

Mr. HUDSON: I will accept that, In
view of the Premier’s remarks, I propose
to persist in asking that this motion be
postponed.

The Premier: Let it lapse.

My, HUDSON: No. [ ask that it be
postponed, Then when the advisory
board’s report comes down the motion ean
be moved witlhout further formality.

Question put and passed: motion post-
poned.
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PAPERS—PERTH TRAMWAY
TROUBLE.
Police Services.

Mr. JOHNSON (Guildford) moved—

That «all the papers relating to the
manning of fram-cars by the police
during the recent industrial trouble, and
the subsequenl application for payment
lo the Perth Tranway &ompany for
this apecial pelice service, and the com-
pany’s reply thereto, he laid upon the

Table of the House.

He said: 1 am uot in a position to know
whether the Government are going to ob-
jeet to the motion.

The Attorney Ueneral: There is one
inseparable objeetion in that there are ne
papers o lay upon the Table.

Mr. JOHNSOXN: The object I have in
moving this motion is to find oul whether
the taxpayers of the State snpplied the
police proteclion lo individuals during the
recent iramway trouble, or whether (hal
police proteetion was paid for by the in-
dividuals who used the police. 1 know
from experience if you want a policeman
for any special service, if yvou are holding,
sax. a speeial pienie and think it wounld be
advisable to have a policeman there lo
keep order, vou make an application to
the Police Department for that protection,
and you are asked fo contribute 8s. a
day while 1he policeman is so engaged.
Tt ix Inokeld upon as a special service,
unier special conditions, and consequently
is charged for, 1 vemember an industrial
trouble in eonneetion with the construction
of the Kalgoorlie Post Office. long hefore
the passave of the Arbitration Ael. If
the Premier were in his place he would
remember the ocenrrence, becanse T think
he was interested in the eontract. And it
wag chavaecteristie of the Premier that an
effort should have heen made to erect the
building at a low rate of wages, with the
result that tle workmen protested, and
eventually went on sirike. An iron wall
was put round the site. and men were
brought from Perth and other places to
complete the huilding, while, in order to
keep the union seeretaries from interview-
ing these men. a policeman was placed at
each of the gates. I was told by the
afficer-in-charge at Kalzoorlie at the time
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that the contractors were paying for that
special police service. There we have a
case under exactly the same conditions as
prevailed in respect to the tramway frou-
Ble. The contractor wanted protection
for the men who were working as “black-
legs.” Mxactly the same condition pre-
vailed in counection with the tramway
trouble when the men were working un-
der conditions which were not regavded
by the unionists as satisfactory. These
“blacklegs” intimated to the eompany that
they would not work unless the motor-men
and the conduectors each had a policeman
heside him. In consequence, the tramway
company were supplied with speeial con-
stables, special men having been engaged
for the purpose. By this the State was
jput to considerable expense over and
ahove the nrdinary expenditure for police
proteetion.

Mr. Heitmann: They were more than
eight-shillings-a-day men,

My, JOHNSOXN: Yes. T made inquir-
ies, and was informed that the (‘ommis-
sioner of Police was under the impression
that the services of these policemen wonld
be paid for; and that at the expiration
of a given period an account was sent in
for payment. But it seems the tramway
company refused to pay, whereupon the
present Government wrote off the account.
8o it would appear the tramway company
did not pay for the special services rend-
ered, and in consequence the cost of those
services was transferred fo the general
taxpaver. The Conselidated Revenue
Fuud had to pay for these special services
rendered to the tramway companv. If
on all oceasions the Government are going
to apply this prineiple one cannot seri-
ously complain, bot if they are going to
make a special ease of this we have every
reason to ecomplain and to expect and de-
mand a full explanation by the Attorney
General. Failing that. the papers shonld
he made available.

The Attornev General: There are no
|rapers.

Mr. JOHNSON : I am not prepared to
accept that statement. There must be
papers in the possession of the Commis-
sioner of Police in regard to this matter.
Tt is improhable that all this business was
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done over the telephone, and by way of
interviews between the manager of the
tramway eompany and the Attorney Gen-
eral.

The Attorney General: It does not con-
cern me. I had nothing {o do with it

Mr. JOHNSOXN: The Lon. gentleman
seems lo know a great deal about it.

The Attorney (feneral: The C(olunial
Secretary is not here, so 1 am dealing
with it on his behalf.

Mr. JOHNSON: I decline to aceept the
statement that there are no papers. There
must be papers. The commissioner wonld
have to get anthority to enrol special con-
stables for special service. Again, I know
that the commissioner expected payment
for the speeial service, and I am informed
that e made application for that pay-
ment,

My, Bolton: That was shown in veply
to a question asked in the House.

My, JOHNSON : There must be papers
in connection with the matter, otherwise
how could the application for payment
have been made?

My. Horan: The Minister replied to
my question on the snbject.

Mr. JOENSON : Consequently there is,
at all events, a file containing the ques-
tions asked in the House, and the replies
given.

'The Attorney General: That is snbse-
qnent.

Mr, JOHNSON: How did vou get the
replies to the questions? You must bave
wot that information from the depart-
mental files. It is useless for the Attor-
nev General to say there are no papers;
there must be papers, and consequently T
move in the terms of my motion that they
be laid on the Table of the House.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
J. L, Nanson): On the hon. member giv-
ing notice of this motion the Colonial
Secretary requested the Commissioner of
Police to forward any papers, in order
that they might be placed on the Table.
The reply he veceived was that the com-
missioner was not aware of the existence
of any papers on the subject mentioned.
Tt appears that in regard (o manning the
trams on the oceasion referred to ne ap-
plication either verbal or otherwise was
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made by the tramway company to the
Police Depariment for the provision of
thiz protection for the company’s cars.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Who sent the police
there?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: As
soon as it was decided to run the ears by
the loyalists——

Mr. Holman: By the “seabs.”

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I am
not prepared to accept that term; I pre-
ter to term them “loyalisis,”

Mr. Q’Loghlen: Heroes.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes, if
vou like. THowever, I decline to enter
upon any further discussion as to the
names by which these workers should be
known. 1 desire to say thal as soon as
it was decided to run the cars without
the assistance of union labonr it was
apparent to the Commissioner of Police
and, I think, to other persons also, thaf
vonsiderable trouble might be caused, and
that theve might be an appreciable
amount of damage doue to the ears,
and possibly to the persons travelling on
those cars. That was the opinion at which
the Commissioner of Police arrived, and
hon. members will admit that under eir-
eumstances such as these a considerable
amount of responsibility is placed on the
shoulders of the head of the police. On
the one hand, if he takes measures Lhat
may, to some lion. members, seem to err
on the side of caution, he is liable to be
severely criticizsed by those hon. members,
some of wlom are not always too nice in
the langnage they use on such occasions.
On the other hand, if the rommissioner
does not take action, and if persons, either
members of the puldie or non-unienists,
are injured by strikers or their sym-
pathisers, naturally complaints are made
that the Cowmmissioner of Police has heen
negleetful of his duty in safeguarding *he
zeneral public.

Mr. Underwood: You recognise a close
season for sirike-breakers.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL:; I re-
cognise that whom the hon. member calls
a strike-breaker is just as much entitled
to proteetion as any other member of the
community so long as he is going about
his business, and his business is lawful.



1906

The commissioner arrived at the conclu-
sion that it was necessary to take some
precanfion, and subsequent evenis proved

the justificatton of his action. Becanse
I helieve it is a faet that oges

and other missiles were repeatedly thrown
al the motor-men and eonductors, and
oceasionally these missiles hit members of
the weneral public. possibly  sym-
pathisers witls the strikers. And not only
were comparatively innocuous weapons in
the form of soft eggs used, but also dyna-
mite and percussion eaps were placed vn
the tramway track.

Mr. Troy: Who put them there?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I can-
oot gay; I wish T could.

Mr. Johnson: Can you swear that they
were found?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I have
ne reasou to doubt it. I eannot swear,
because I did not find them myself. As
to by whom they were placed on the track,
1 have no knowledge. The Government
offered a reward in an endeavoar to asesr-
tain the identity of the persons who
placed them there, but unfortunately no
discovery was made. The Commissioner
iz convinced that greater damage and
violence would probably have ensued had
the precauntion referred to not been taken
at the time, and had he not taken it, the
consequent blame for his laxity would
have been east upon him and his officers,
As regards any request for payment for
the services of the poliece, it is true that
a verbal communieation was sent to the
manager of the tramway company that
the usual eharges would be made, but the
manager on receiving this verbal request
declined to pay anything at all. In other
words he placed the responsibility of
withdrawing these police from the trams
on the shoulders of the Commissioner.
He said I decline to pay anything; with-
draw the police if you wish.” But it was
clearly understood that if the police were
withdrawn and any injury were done 1o
the passengers on the trams or to the
non-unionists working on them, a serious
burden of responsibility would rest upon
the shoulders of the Commissioner in
withdrawing those police. Subsequenily
an interview took place between the Com-
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missioner and Mr. Somerset, and at that
interview Mr, Somerset said that he would
like the constables to remain on the cars;
and on consideration of the position as
then set forth the commissioner decided
to accede to the request and not to en-
foree the eharge.

Mr. Underwood: Where was the inler-
view held?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I am
not instructed where it was held. Possibly
it was at the tramway office and possibly
at the commissioner's office.

Mr. Underwood : Possibly in the Palace
hotel.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Even
if it were held in the PPalace hotel T do
not think there would be anylhing very
wrong.  The obstacle of the non-
existence of the papers is an un-
surmountable one. 1 cannol eall pap-
ers from the vasty deep or from the
elouds. The commissioner realised that
it was itnperatively necessary not only for
the protection of property, but also for
the safety of the travelling public that
this police protection should be eontinued,
and T submit that the ecommissioner took
a perfeetly correct view of his respon-
sibilties, As to what the hon. member said
was done at Kalgoorlie T do not remem-
ber the cireumstanees myself —I do not
know whether T was in the State at the
time—bnut if the circumstances were such
as prevailed at the time of the tramway
strike, I should say nnhesitatingly that the
non-unionists were entitled to the same
profection as any eitizen is entitled to in
the pursnit of his lawful oecupation. T
would be the last to admit that because a
person is not a unionist he is to he denied’
police protection unless someone else
pays for it. That is tantamount to plae-
ing a man whoe is not a unionist outside
the protection of the law, If there was
danger to an hop, member he wounld re-
ceive the same police protection as any
other idividnal.

Mr. Bolton: If he pays for it

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Not
necessarily. In this tramway strike the
trams were running in the public streets,
and there were not merely tramway driv-
ers and conductors who wanted proteetion,
hut also members of the general public, I
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<an understand fthat members opposite,
who wished this tramway strike to sue-
<eed and to prevent the trams running.
objeeted to the poliee heing placed on the
trams, because undoubtedly, but for the
presence of the plain clothes constables,
the public would not have had the sense
of seeurity that they did feel. On one oe-
<asion when T was travelling on these
frams T had an oenlar demonstration of
how necessary it was to have these con-
slables. Somebody on the tram at the tine
<commenced to cause tronble, and a stal-
wart gentleman, evidently a ecoustable
in plain clothes, moved down from the
front of the car to the back to interview
the rowdy individual, who however im-
mediately vanished. We have had a simi-
lar instance since the strike when an at-
tack was made on a non-unionist, and
«on it being shown that the man was in a
position to protect himself his assailant
vanished. In this case there was ample
justification for the action of the police.
In regard to the production of the papers
I can only vepeat that there are really no
papers to lay on the Table. The papers T
hold in my hand are entirely subseguent
to the motion. There is first of all a
minnte to the Commissioner of Police—
Will yon please forward the papers
referred to above, with any remarks
you may desire to make,
To this the Commissioner replied—

T am not aware of the existence of
any papers on the subject mentioned.
And then in reply to a request for fur-
ther information the commissioner sub-
mitted a report which T have here and
which T have availed myself of in reply-
ing to the hon. member. These, so far as
my advice goes, are all the papers that
are in existence dealing with the suhject

matter of the motion.

Mr. HOLMAN (Murchison): Tt comes
as a revelation to members to know that
Jmportant business is carried on by the
Commissioner of Police without keeping
any records of it at all, Tt seems astound-
ing to roe that business sneh as the ad-
ministration of the police can he con-
dueted without any records. So far as T
am personally concerned T consider
that the statements made are abso-
lutely  incorrect. Tt would bhe im-
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possible for the commissioner to issue
instructions to his officers without giving
them in writing, and they should be pro-
duced in this House when a demand is
made for them. I am satiisfied that there
are reeords in existence, and if these ve-
cords canuot be produced we can only
draw our own coneclusions from that faet.
Not only were the tram ¢ars manned with
police but police eonstables were stationed
at almost every coruer of the streets ip
which trams were running, and nearly the
whole of them were in plain clothes and
practically disguised. Many, who I knew
myself, were in old clothes, and standing
about with bicyeles and practically dis-
gnised. and they could not go on duty of
that nature without having received writ-
ten instruetions. If that is the method of
doing business in the Police Department
then [ can only say, as I said before, that
it is absolutelv voiten. T do not call men
noble heroes who were taking the bread
out of the mouths of starving men and
their wives and children, and who would
take the billets of other men who were
figliting for a just thing. If that is hero-
ism as the Attorney General ealls it, it is
heroism on a par with his own, and the
standard is a very low one indeed, If
these verbal instructions were issued by
the (‘ommissioner of Police can the At-
torney (Feneral tell ns whether the in-
structions were issued in the Commis-
sioner’s office. the tramway offiee. the
Weld Club, or the Palace Hotel, because
T am satisfied that ‘a great deal of the
police hnsiness in Western Australia has
heen transacted in some of the clubs in
this ecity. A good many decisions which
have affected large numbers of men have
heen diseussed in these institutions. We
are told by the Attorney General that the
question of engaging special counstables
and manning the cars week after week
was a matter of verbal arrangement, I
know that men were stationed at varions
street corners, beeanse I saw them my-
self, and now we are informed that there
is no decent reeord of this business kept
at all. Nid the Commissioner of Police in-
struet these men verbally when he sent
ont monnted eonsiables with swords in
order to eut down the poor nnionists and
workmen who wenf io have a look at the
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seabs? Were nof written instructions
given (o those men who rode the people
off the footpaths? I say this, that had
the police department, the Attorney Gen-
eral, and the Government, not been
ashamed of their aetion in this matter
they would have no hesitation in placing
every paper in connection with the tram-
way trouble on the Table of the House.
Now we know that a large oumber of
men were given to the Tramway Company
during that trouble.

Mr. Johnson: And special euvnstables
were sworn in, )

Mr, HOLMAN: | did nolt know that,
and that makes it all the worse. How
was it possible for the Commissioner to
issue instructions for special eonstables
to be sworn in unless there were some
papers kept in connection with the busi-
ness! I am safisfied that my remarks in
conneelion with the Poliee Department
were altogether too mild.

The Attorney General: That is vour
defect: you are always too mild.

Mr. HOLMAN: Yes, T am always too
mild, but T only hope that I will never
have the defects of the Attorney (leneral,
because if I had I should be sadlv want-
I in a great many things.

The Atiornev General: T{ you perse-
vere yvou may gel fhem.

Mr. HOLMAN: If T persevered until
“kingdom come,” I would never have some
of the defects of the Attornev General,
political defects T mean. This same mat-
fer must have involved the expenditare of
hundreds of pounds. hecause there were
mounted police. and they had swords
whieh must have cost something to polish.
There were men on every car, there were
others stationed at the ecorners, and in the
streets. and others were brought down
from far out back in the country to do
special duty, and although insfruetions
must have been issued to the eountry sta-
tions to send men in to do this work we
have the word of the Atterney General
that no such instructions were given.

The Attorney (General: In reward to the
manning of the tram ears.

Mr. HOLMAN: Conld these cars have
been manned if these special constables
had not been bronght in? The wording of
the motion would cover the whole of the
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trouble, and it is only a mere quibble and
a subterfuge when we are told that the
papers in connection with the manning of
the tram cars are nof in existence. I ask
the Attorney General this: Are ihe in-
struetions given to the members of the
police foree written or verbal? And the
Attorney General knows full well that it is-
absolittely compulsory when a eonstable is
placed on special duty on a tramear for
that constable to make a written report.
The statement given in the House is in
keeping with a great number of state-
ments that we receive from the Govern-
ment side, absolutely no information and
denials that there are papers in existence.
1 say that if there are no papers at fhe
present time in connection with the mo-
tion which has been moved, the papers did
exist, but they have been destroyed. In
matters like this if no records are kept the
only objeet is to cover up the evil deeds
of those in power. We know full well
that we arve given absolutely incorreet in-
formation here, and we know that busi-
ness could not have been carried on with-
out papers of some kind eoming into ex-
istence, and il is founting Parliament when

the Commissioner of Police allows his
business to be earried on in this way, If

this is the syvstem that the Commissioner
adopts the sooner we gei rid of him or
the sooner we give him an opportunity of
fraternising with the Chinese of the Weld
Club or somewhere else the better it will
be for the State. The position of the
Police Department is by no means satis-
factory, but in regard to this matter,
from what I know, T say that there must
be papers in existence in conneciion with
the manning of these tramecars.

Mr. BOLTON (North Fremantle): I
feel certain that there has been a mistake
in the way the motion has been worded.
I notice the Attorney General has not de-
nied that there are papers in existenee
with regard to supplying police protection
to those who are employed in the trams.

The Attorney General: T neither denied
nor affirmed.

Mr. BOLTON : It is more than probable
there are papers in existence but hecause
the member for Guildford in submitting
his motion referred to “manning” of the
ears. this can be interpreted to mean man-
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wg them with motormen or conductors.
The Commissioner puts his tongue in his
cheek and the Colonial Secretary also puts
his tongne in his cheek and agrees with
the Commissioner that they will bleff the
hon. membey by saving that there are no
papers in connection with the manning of
the cars. It may be perfectly frne that
there are no papers in connection with the
application of the {'ommissioner for pay-
ment and the reply of the company there-
to, but if the hon. member will move for
the papers in connection with the supply
of police protection for the cars and at
the car barn he will get a different veply
altogether and the Commissioner will not
be allowed to give such a written answer,
hecanse T suppose technically in the pre-
sent case he is right, and the Attorney
General will see that the Commissioner
supplies the information to members on
this side of the Chamber. Tt should not
he satisfactory to the Colonial Seeretary
or to the Attorney (ieneral! who represents
the Colonial Seecretary to give sueh infor-
mation as this to the House because the
wording of the motion refers to the “man-
ning” of the cars. My opinion is that the
Commissioner has got ount of the produe-
tion of the file hecause the motion is
wrongly worded.

Mr. Johnson : It is not wrongly worderd.

Mr. BOLTON: T understand in eonnee-
tion with the “manning” of a loeomotive
or a boat or a car, that this refers to those
who are employed in moving and working
it; there is no such thing as “manning” a
car by the police. the police were there
during the tramway tvouble for the pro-
tection of the men on the cars, and T
think if the hon. member will move for
the papers in connection with the supply-
ing of police protection he will find that
there are papers in existence and thaf he
will get the information he desires. As
the motion is worded al present T say that
the hon. member has been bluffed by the
Commissioner, and the Colonial Secretary
has allowed the bloffing to take place.

Mr. UNDERWOOD (Pilbara): I do
not agree with the speaker who has just
sat down that if the motion were altered
we would met different resnlts. T have
stated here hefore that we cannot possibly
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get results from the Colonial SBecretary's
Department nor from any other branch
of it. It seems to e it is absolutely ab-
surd to think that the Commissioner of
Police is allowed to pretend that he trans-
acts business of fthis deseription in the
saloon bar of a pub or the drinking bar
of a elub. It is a fact that he supplied
police to protect the workmen on the
tramears and it wounld necessanily follow
that there would be an understanding as
to whether the company would pay for
the services of those police or not. T am
certain that there must have been com-
munications in writing between the Tram-
way Company and the Police 1epart-
ment, but of conrse the whole of the ("ol-
onial Secretary’s Department includine
the Colonial Seerctary himself have seen
fit for some considerable time—and in
fact I do vot think the Colonial Secretary
has the capacity to do ntherwise-—~to treat
this House and evervone who disagree
with him with contempt.

The Premier: That is not correet.

Mr, UNDERWOOD: Tt is absolutely
correct. 1 say again that T have never
known the (‘olonial Secretary to do any-
thing: he is the most ineompetent Minis-
ter who ever held a portfolio.

The Premier: T do not think voun are
capable nf judeing.

Mr. TNDERWOOD: And T will add
that he has a most incompetent set of offi-
cers under him. from his under seeretary
down.

Mr. Hudson: He is only an instrument
in their hands.

My, UNDERWOOD : The whole depart-
ment is condueted by the heads. The hon.
menaher says the Colonial Secretary is
only an instrument in the hands of his
officers. T can searcely give him that die-
nifled title; he is a paositive nonentity in
the administration of that department
and of eourse the Police Department in-
cluding the Commissioner.

Mr. Heitmann: The captain.

Mr, UNDERWOOD: Yes, the eaptain

can afford to treat members on (his
side of the Honse with contempt.
and of conrse he is doing it. T presume

that we shall have to submit to this treat-
ment until the next general elections, After
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the elections it is my opinion that there
will be a vacaney for a commissioner and
that there will be several other vaeanecies
in the Colonial Seeretary’s department as
well, as soon as there is a change of (ov-
ernment in this State,

Mr. Bolton: It is badly needed. tvo.

Mr. ANGWIN (East Fremantle) : Some
members appear to think that the motion
moved by the member for Guildford does
not go far enough. I am quite in aceord
with that. My opinion is that the aetion
of those in charge of onr police at the time
of the tramway trouble had a tendency to
lead to serious consequences. For that
reason it is my intention to move the fol-
lowing amendroent—

That in line 6 after the word “there-
to’ the following words he inserted:—
“Also all papers dealing with the police

- and instructions issued to the police dur-
ing the tramway trouble”

Mr. Bolton: Hear, hear!
is wanted.

Mr. ANGWIN: I think that many of
the instruetions issued to the police came
from vesponsible Ministers. T am loth to
believe that any person holding the posi-
tion of Commissioner of Police would take
it upon himself to issue instruelions—
without first consulting the Minister or the
Tnder-Secretary of his  department—to
bring out a hody of men armed to the
teeth, as the saying goes, on a mere ru-
mour. During the trouble a number of
nen intended to come up from Fremantle
for the purpose of attending a football
mateh. These men had nothing whatever
to do with the trouble, but owing to the
instruetions issved with regard to these
men, in consequence of the rumours float-
ing about, there might have been loss of
life if the police had attacked these
men, and the danger might have extended
not only to the police but to the general
public. T think it is neeessary that not
only hon. members. but the people
throughout the State shoutd know what in-
struetions were issued to the police at that
time, There is no doubt to my mind that
this kind of thing will lead to disturbances
in conpection with industrial troubles, in
faet, difficulties are always brought about
by the police carrying out the instructions

That is what
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of those who are placed over them by the
people. There is 10 doubt Lo my mind that
in this case the police were earrying out
the instrnctions from those over them.
I remember not Jong ago having to wait
to see a Minister, and while waiting found
that he was closeted with a gentleman who
at that time had a close connection with an
industrial trouble; in faet there were two
men with the Minister, and I found that
instrnctions were issned to the police to
take certain aetion in connection with the
trouble,

Mr, Walker: What trouble was that?

Mr. ANGWIN: The timber trouble. T
only mention that to show that T base my
statemenls on the fact that after what
took place apparently as the resnlt of a
conversation between these two gentlemen
and the Minister, there was the possi-
bility of the =zame thing oceurring with
vegard to the tramway trouble. I am
loth to Dbelieve that the Commissiomer,
althongh I realise sometimes he might lose
his head, would take the responsibility of
doing what was done on that oceasion. on
hi= own shoulders. T think he caried
ant the instructions that were issued to
lim. If some other Minister issued the
instructions and oot 1he Colonial Seere-
tary, then that other Minister was in
the position of responsible Minister of
the Colonial Secretary’s department, and
it shows clearly to me tliat the Colonial
Secretary did not have the confidence of
the head of the Government. My reason
for moving the amendment is that we may
find out on whom the blame should be
placed. If the words | have suggested
are inserted we might hefore the end of
the session know by whom the instruetions
were given, and if there were no written
instructions, then there is more veason
why we should take aetion on the Esti-
mites,

Mr. JOHNSOXN (oo amendment): 1T
have no objection to the amendment be-
cause it only makes the motion broader,
at the same time 1 am not prepared to
admit that the wording of the motion
does not convey exactly the desire I have
in getting the papers relating to the po-
licemen who manued the cars, There is
no use in reading into the motion a limi-
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tation. What was the position? There
was & plain clothes consiable put on each
car with the conductor. It is no use the
Attorney General saying he was there to
protect the passengers, for in most cases
there were no passengers to protect.
There was a policeman on the back seat
watching the conductor, and there was
another policeman in the front of the
car with the moiorman.

The Premier: Shounid they not be pro-
tected then?

Mr, JOOANSON: I will let that argu-
ment go for the moment. I refuse to
allow the Attornev General to say that the
policemen were there for the protection
of the publie,

The Attorney General: They were
there for the protection of the publie,
and the men.

Mr. JOHNSON: But there were no
publie to prefect. The public were never
interfered with m any shape or form
during the (rouble. T deny the publie
were interfered with, or struek with bad
eges, or rotten ewgs, except to this extent
that those sitting or standing on the foot-
paths may have been struck. The people
on the footpaths, and oot riding in the
cars, may have got rotten eggs which
were fthrown at the policemen or the
motormen. It is no use saying the publie
asked for this protection.

Mr. Heitmann: They were protecting
“seabs” against the publie,

Mr. JOHNSON: Ezaetly. We get to
this position: special service was ren-
dered to the tramway company to protect
their individual employees. The Attorney
General turns round and says, “Why not
protect them.” I have no objeeHon to
these individuals being protected pro-
vided the Attorney General will protect
unionists, and unionists’ affairs free of
charge, the same as was done in connec-
tion with non-unionists and blacklegs.
The Attorney General in answer to a ques-
tion by the member for Yilgarn said that
on speeial oceasions when special services
were required a special charge was made,
and if a mounted eonstable was required
five shillings extra was charged. There
is no guestion that the tramway eompany
requested special protection. They not
only requested special protection for the
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blacklegs on the cars, but they requested
special protection by mounted men for
the car-barn. We are in a position to
know that. Application was made ver-
baily, by arrangement, and I wani to say
right here that I am of opinion that either
there was collusion between the Colonial
Seeretary and the iramway company or
the Commissioner of Police and 1he tiam-
way ecompany, because they knew they
were doing an illegal thing, deing svme-
thing wrong, and to cover up that wrong,
bhetween themselves it was arranged to
have a telephone conversation or a pri-
vate verbal agreement so that it would
not be made official and placed on the
departmental files. I want to know from
the Attorney General if the taxpayer has
to pay for these things that are arranged
verbally, or whether members are going
to be told exactly what transpired be-
tween the Government of the day and the
tramway company, or the Commissioner
of Police who is a servant after all of the
people of the State. Are we to take it
as final that the Commissioner of Police
did his work verbally, that he covered
himself up so that the public and mem-
bers of Parliament, who are the protec-
tors of the general public, shounld not
know what was done in conmection with
this trouble.

Mr. Huodson: The Attorney CGeneral
said that he neither admitted nor denied.

Mr. JOHNSON: The Attormey (en-
eral admits there was a verbal conversa-
tion, and the most amusing part of it, if
one can look at it from an amusing side,
the most amusing part was that the ap-
plication for payment was made verbally.
He sent the bill in by telephone as it were.
Just let us inquire for a little while
whether this was an oceurrence of an
ordinary nature. Here we had a matter
affecting the general public, and the ser-
vice of the general public, a matter that
existed for some seven weeks, and during
the whole of these seven weeks, althongh
columns had been writien in the news-
papers and disturbance created by the
action of the police, and a deputation of
members of Parliament had waited on the
Minister and besought the Minister to in-
terfere so that the public should not be
molested—all this happened. and yet
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there are no papers. It is a most extra-
ordinary thing. I say this advisedly that
there must have heen papers in connee-
tion arith this trouble, papers relating to
the trouble, and which would be covered
hy my motion, and if there are no papers
to-day then I say these papers have been
destroyed, They must have been de-
stroyed. You cannet get me to believe
that the Commissioner has so far for-
wotten himself and the responsibility of
his office as to make application for pay-
ment verbally. I agree with the member
for Murchison that if application was
made verbally then the (Commissioner of
Police is totally incompetent to fill the
position which he oceupies to-day. The
member for Boulder reminds wme that in
connection with the trial of Peter Bowl-
ing the Government got out of the diffi-
culty in the same way. DPossibly the an-
thorities here had read exactly the same
information that we read in the news.
papers and said, “Wade has got out of his
difienlty by destroving the papers, we
will do the same thing.” And perhaps
they did the same thing. This is a most
extraordinary position. If the amend-
ment will bring in papers that will give
us any clue to the action of the Govern-
ment and the Commissioner of Police in
verard to the swearing-in of special
ronstables to do special duty for the tran:.
way company, then I welecome the ameud-
ment, and I trust as a result of the motion
that we shall get the information, and
that the public will get the information
and learn all about the services rendered
to the tramway company.

The PREMIER (Hon. Frauk Wilson) :
I liope the House is not going to pass the
naotion. T think it wonld be a most im-
proper thing to do after the speeches
which have been made on this matter. It
seems inexplicable that a demand of this
sort shonld be made, that the whole of
the records of the department In eonneec-
tion with some trouble should be placed
on the Table, and without a word of justi-
fication heing put up. Tt is a fishing ex-
pedition.

Mr. Priee: To hide.

The PREMIER: The member for Al-
bany and others may grope among the
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papers to find something against the Couw-
missioner, and against the Governmeut.
1t is obvious to members what the idea is
—we are going to have a rvw about this
matter and charges hrought against the
(ommissioner,

Mr. O’Loghlen: Or the Government.

The PREMIER: Or the Governmeat,
or the Minister. T hope the House is not
going to countenance this. If members
were in the position that Ministers are in
to-day they would resent a fishing cx-
pedition of this kind.

Mr. Johnson: They would make the
tramway people pay like other people.

The PREMIER: They would not do
anything of the sort. T have yet to leasn
that citizens of (he State whether uninn-
ists or non-unionists are to be refused
the protection of the police to which they
coutribute. According to members oppo-
site, the non-unionists who are termed by
these offensive names, blackleg or “seab””
have no right of citizenship and must he
denied the protection they are taxed to
provide,

My, Price: Who suggests that?

The PREMIER: That is the position,
and T resent it.

Mr. Price: But who suggested that?

The PREMIER: The members who
have addressed the House.

Mr. Priece: But, name them !

The PREMIER: There is the memher
for Guildford for one, and the member
for Murchison for another.

My, Holwan: I ask that the hon. mem-
her should withdraw that remark. I have
never said one word against non-unionists
wetting protection,

The PREMIER: It was ‘“scabs” you
said.

Mr. Holman: A non-unionist is totally

different from a blackleg or a “seab,” and
T ask that the statement made by the Pre-
mier be withdrawn.
" Mr. Johnson: As far as I am concerned
T want the Minister to withdraw the state-
ment made concerning me. I said that if
non-unionists were to be protected, then
unionisés and their gatherings shonld Le
protected also,
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The PREMIER : There is only one in-
ference to be drawn from what the hon.
member said.

Mr. Holman: I ask that the statement
made by the Premier in eonnection with
myself be withdrawn—that I had said
non-unionists should not be prolected.

The PREMIER: I withdraw the state-
ment if the hon. member says he did .ot
make it.

Mr. Holman: The Premier has made a
statement that | had said a certain thing,

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member has
withdrawn the statement,

Mr. Holman: The Premier did not deuy
it beeause he qualified it afterwards.

The PREMIER: I freely withdraw
anything I said that the lon. member says
he did not say.

My, Holman: Withdraw
statement. To it like a man.

The PREMIER : 1 withdraw swhat the
hon. member said [ said which he says
he did not say.

Mr. Price: Is a member, even the Pre-
mier, allowed to gualify a withdrawal?

Mr. SPEAKER: The ‘hon. member
knows that no distinction whatever is
made. The Premier distinetly stated that
if the member denies the statement he
would withdraw it. Listening to Lhe
speech of the Premier I was under the
impression that the hon. member did use
the words.

Opposition members: You were wrong.

Mr, SPEAKER: 1 may have been
wrong, but I was under the impression
myself.

Mr. Holman: Any impression from 1he
other side is all right,

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a rveflection
and the hon. member must withdraw it.
Withdraw those words which are offensive
to me, or I will order the hon. member to
leave the Chamber.

Mr. Holman: According to the rules of
the House 1 must withdraw.

Mr. SPEARER: You withdraw, T am
satisfied.

Mr. Johuson: 1 want a withdrawal.
The Premier said that T had stated cer-
tain things. The remark I made was that
if non-unionists were protected—and if
you followed the debates so closely, Mr.

your  owit
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Speaker, you will know that 1 refer to
the faet that if non-unionists were pro-
teeted free, unionists and their gatherings
should also be protected free.  Conse-
quently I made it perfectly clear in my
ease and 1 want a withdrawal,

The PREM1ER: The hon. member for-
gels what he said. He says there was uo
one travelling in the tram ears, but there
was a man placed on the back of the ears
to proteet a “seab” conductor, and there
was a tnan placed on the front of the ear
to protect the driver, and that they should
not be protecied, and that if they were
given that protection the company should
pay for it. Is that oot so?

Mr. Johnson: Exaetly.

The PREMIER: Does not that mean
thal these non-unionists should not have
police protection ¥

Mr, Johnson: The Premier is trying
lo make me say that the non-unionists
should not Le protected and that tihe
unionists should be protected. I say if
we have to pay for protection for lhe
unionists, these people should have to pay
for protection for the ooen-univnists; or
thal if the non-unionist is protected free,
the unionist should be protected free.
Consequently 1 regret the inference of
the Premier and | want a withdrawal.

The PREMIER: What is it you want
withdrawn ?

Mr. Johnsun: The Premier said he
resented my statement that non-unionists
should not be protected. | never said it,
and I want a withdrawal.

The PREMIER: If the hon, member
said he never said it I withdraw that por-
tion of my remarks, but I do say that he
inferved that these men should not receive
proteetion.

Mr, Jolmson: Free of charge?

The PREMILFR: ¥ree of charge? Yes,

Mr. Johnson: And why. seeing you
charge unionists?

The PREMIER: Never!

Mr. Jolmson: Yes, you du.

The PREMIER: No ane inguires into
a mauw’s career, v into his profes-ion, or
inte Ins connection with a union or a
chureh, TIf he belongs to n unjon. as long
as his life is threatened or endangered he
can call on ihe police for pratection,



1914

Mr, Johnson: And pay for it.

The PREMIER: That is preposterous,
and that is where the hon. member gets
out of his depth. Of course when a ser-
viece is rendered by the Police Department
at the request of a private individual,
where there is no attack on that individual
anlicipated by the aunthorities, the in-
dividual must pay for the service,

M. Hoadson: That is clever.

The PREMIER: It is nothinyg of the
sort, it is common sense. It is the commeon
experience of the matter, If 1 am in com-
mand of a eommereial undertaking, as [
have been for many vears here, and T am
sending money from one portion of my
business premises to another some dis-
tance off, and T want a policeman to pro-
tect my pay clerk and his bag, T have to
pay fov the service of that policeman.

Mr. Hudson: You are anticipating

. trouble.

The PREMIER : Exaetlv. 1 am antiei-
pating it, but the Police Department are
not. The Police Department say. “We
provide the usnal protection of police offi-
cers here and there. and if that is not
sufficient in your opinion and you want
extra protection you must pay for it.”
But when the police have intimation as
they had in one ecase so far
as I was econcerned, that there
was to be & raid upon wmy office
and my safe, that my safe was to
be taken away presumably because the
pay was in it—and the safe was nltimately
taken away I may say—when they had
this intimation thev sent police offlcers
and detectives to wateh my office to try
to pet the people who were to perpetrate
that outrage. I mav say that the safe was
taken to Mt. Lawley and was broken up.
but the thieves only got £3 2s. 14d.. instead
of the £1.300 they thought they would
get. 1 want to disabuse the minds of
hou. members of this faet, that the Gov-
ernment wonld be gunilty of refusing or-
dinary police profection or special police
protection to men because they belong
to any union or trades organisation,

. Mr. Walker: 1 believe you would ob-
Ject,

The PREMIER: Ther I waut to dis-
abuse the hon. member’s mind of that, Tt
is a very wrong belief.
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AMr. Walker: Were any of the represen-
tatives of the company asked to pay?

The PREMIER: They were evidently
asked te pay from what the Attorney
General says, and they said “No.’ 1 do
not think that they should have been ask-
ed to pay. I think it is the duty of the
Government to provide protection when
in the opinion of the Comwissioner of
Police and his officers that protection is
necessary for any citizen either for his
life or his property.

Mr. Hudson: The
should be on the papers.

The PREMIER: There is no question
of recommendation at all. T[f the hon.
member’s life is in danger. if the hon.
member has been threatened and some-
one is dodging him round t¥ gei a shot at
him with a revolver, he wounld he per-
fectly justified in asking the (‘ommis-
sioner of Poliee to proteet him with a
guard. 1 think hon. members are taking
the wrong view of this matter, and surely
it would be undermining all the authority
and the proper disciplining and control
of the Police Department if every in-
struetion the Commissioner had to issue
from his office had to be laid bare on
the Table of this House for publication.
Hon., members must know that there are
all sorts of confidential communications
that mo on fthe files in the Police Deparl-
ment, and it would be the worst business
the House eould do to make them public.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Pressmen can gn and
cet aceess to these files.

The PREMIER: No. they eannot. It
wonld certainly he against all discipline
in that depariment if we laid down the
principle that any instraetions or papers
in eonnection with a dispute of this sort
were to be made public property.

Mr. Johnson: Do yon believe in doing
the work verbally?

The PREMIER: I am not discussing
that.

Mr. Walker: Most of this was done on
the telephone.

The PREMTER : Probably in a time of
disturbance and execitement it has to be
done. The officer in command does not al-
wavs give his commands in writing when
he is taking control of a disturbance of
this character.

recommendation
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Mr. Holman: You eannol get a special
<constable by telephone in two minutes.

The PREMIER: Yes, I think so. In
a time of extreme danger special eon-
stables ought to be swern in without any
writing at the moment. Order must he
maintained, and maintained at any cost.

Me. Holman: It is a pity yvou did not
keep the police in ordet.

The PREMILR : That is the hon. mem-
ber's view. T regret exceedingly that he
takes that warped view. | am confident
that 10 per cent. of the public wounld not
agree with him.

Mr. Holman: T will bring 500 witnesses
to prove it

The PREMIER : That would not he 10
per cent. I do nol think it is condueive to
law and order nor in keeping with the
dignity of the House to have hon. mem-
bers getting up and using these terms of
‘‘hlackleg’’ and *‘scab.’” And this talk
of innocent unionists! I know a great ma-
Jority of these men who suffered during
the strike are good feliows and sterling
fellows, but they did not take part in
these disturbaneces. The poliee are not out
to cateh the ovdinary unionist as long a-
he does not break the law. Thev are out
to cateh the evil-doer. Will hon, members
deny that outrages were committed ? What
about the men who set the cars zoing
through {he gates at the barn?

Mr. Johnson: Were they unionists?

The PREMIER: They were either
nnionists or sympathisers with unionists.
An hon. member enomplained abont mount-
ed police woing to the cay barn, Were
thev not justified in being there to pre-
vent that sort of thing? What aboul the
bomhs that were placed on the line?

Mpr. Walker: That might be manufac-
tured evidence to mjure the unionists, It
has been done.

The PREMIER : Well. it has not heen
done here. I seorn the imputation. Let
the hon. member prove if.

Mr, Holman: Tt has been proved that
some of the ‘‘blackless’’ have let their
cars oo sinee the strike, bheeaunse (hey
could nor manage them.

The PREMIER: That is an accident.
a different thing altogether. The hon.
member knows that when these cars are
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stowed away in the barn, they are dis-
connected, the lever is taken down and
not connected with the wire, and the
steeving gear is stopped; but apparently
when these cars were started next mom-
ing away they went. 1 like this innoeeni
husiness about it, and I likke {his expres-
sion of opinion that the public were not
attacked in any shape or form. Why, mem-
bers of my own tfamily were in the cars
on that oceasion when they were hooted
at as they got inlo the cars and as they
wot out of them. hooted at by an angry
mob! Does the hun. member ask me to
lielieve that the mob were nat hogting at
the people using the ears just as mach as
at the conductors and drivers? Do not
hon. members say that they were all
bhlacklegs, the people who used the ears
cqually wilh those who were driving
them?

My, Heitmann: If T did not say it then,
I =ax it now.

The PREMIER: I do like this aftitude.
I hope we are not going to permit this
sort of thing in the House, and that we
will rejeet the motion unless there iz some
just eause shown. The hon. member in his
opening remarks said he wanted to find
out whether these people had been asked
to pay this account for poliece protection
and whether they had refused, and the
hon, member has eot the answer From
the Minister—that these people were verb-
ally asked by the Commissioner of Police,
that they refused, and that the department
considered that they were not entitled fo
press for payment. The Government take
a responsibility ot that kind, the responsi-
bility of not pressing for payment, be-
canse they consider that the police were
engaged in protecting the lives and pro-
periy of citizens generally. But I do not
care if it were citizens specifically; they
would be equally cntitled to use the police
for that purpose. Again, let me say I do
oot eare whether a man is a trades union-
ist or a socialist, or a non-unionist or a
free labourer, as I prefer to eall these
people: if he is in risk of molesiation from
those who disagree with him and who
should give him the same freedom and the
same right to labour as thev claim for
themselves and their members, then T say
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that le is entitled to have the protection
of the police foree of this State, the same
as anyv other individual. I hope that
neither the amendment nor the motion will
be carried.

Mr. Walker:
unionism at all.

The PREMIER: Yes, I do. The hon.
member is quite mistaken. 1 believe in
unionism getting its legitimate dues,

Mr. Johnson: That is why you fought
il s0 mauy years in England, and got
ruined and had to come out here,

The PREMIER: I fought the trades
nnionists in England for some three years
because they were trying to ruin me, and
nitimately snceeeded to some extent. Al
least they did not ruin me, but they closed
down the works. I foughi them because
they wanted to control the works, and they
were demanding what were generally con-
sidered fo be unjust terms. I have just
the same right, absolntely the same right
as the hon. member, to say that T con-
sider a man’s demands something unfair
or nnjusl. as he has fo say that a man’s
demands are something which is fair and
just,

Mr. Holinan; We say that the tramway
men’s demands were just.

The PREMIER: I am not giving an
opinion whether they were unjust or not;
I have never entered into the merits of
the dispute; but I say the men who ai-
tempted to use foree and coercion to pre-
vent others working on the itrams were
committing a breach of the law, and so
far as T am able to do it T will always at-
tempt to put a stop to that sort of thing,

Mr. COLLIER (Boulder): A good deal
of the debate lLas drifted somewhat wide
of the mark. and has resolved itself into
a discussion of the merits of unionism
and non-unionism, and of the Premier’s
views on unionism and of the manner in
which he condueted his husiness in the old
country some vears ago. 1 do not think
we need concern onrselves at all as to whe-
ther the protection afforded to these tram-
wayv emplovees was justified br not. That
is not the question. We ean allow hon,
members to hold what opinians they like
in vegard to that matter. ¥What the motion
asks for i= that the papers dealing with

You do not believe in
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the matter shall be laid on the Table, and
in diseussing this motion we need not con-
cern ourselves at the momeni as to whether
the police protection was merited or not,
or as to whether it shonld nat have been
granted. The qgueslion is whether there is
any reason why the House should not be
in possession of the papers. We are in-
formed by the Premier of a position which
to my mind is most extraordinary, that
the Commissioner of Police made a verbal
application for payment for this service.
So by that aclion alone we are shown that
tlre Commissioner of Police, at any rate,
thought that the serviees should be paid
for. Tt the comnussiener made an appli-
cation he must have been refused. To
whom did the matter then go; who de-
cided that the request of the commis-
sioner shonld be pressed or set aside?
The Attorney (eneral: The cummis-
gioner on reconsideration decided that it
should not be pressed. He discussed the
matter with the manager of the tramway
company who declared that the eharge was
unreasonable, and the eommissioner
agreed that no charge should be made.
Mr. COLLIER: Well, we are asked to
believe that the eommissivner makes a
request in a casnal manner like this for
payment for these services, and that the
person to whom he makes the vequest
points out that it is an unreasonable one
and that he ought not to he made to pay,
after which the commissicner agrees with
that person and says “I will waive the
elaim absolutely.” I cannot believe there
are no papers in connection with the mat-
ter. Surely it is altogether an unusual
practice for (overnment ofiicers in high
positions sueh as the Commissierer of
Police to make a request for payment to
the Crown of a eonsiderabl~ sum, without
putting the matter in writing; and that
after a conversation over the matier he
should agree that Mr, Somcrset was rigin,

and that  payment onght not
fn  be made. Jf that is so—
and it is declared to be correet—

and there arve no papers on the subject,
it only shows the very great need existing
for rveform in that department, Tt is an
unheard-of practice that Government offi-
cers should earry on Governmeni business
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in this fashien, But there are other
papers which must exist in  conneetion
with this matter. The man immediateiy
in charge of the pulice at tle eentral sta-
tion did not provide these special con-
stables without instruetions.  These in-
structions must have eome down from the
commissioner (hrough the usual channel
to the sergeant in charge. There must
be papers in connection with the matter
showing whether the instructions for the
special police protection emanated from
the Colonial Secretary, the Commissioner
of Police, the sub-inspeector, or the ser-
geant in charge at the station, and is there
no reason why this House shonld not be in
possession of the actual faets of the case.

Mr. Angwin: They could not pay the
men without papers.

My, COLILIER : The affair crealed con-
siderable interest and excilement, not only
in Perth but uver {he whole of the State,
and surely the members of the House
should be informed of the actual faets.
and as to who issned the instruetions.

The Mttorney General:The Government
take full responsibility for the instime-
tions,

Mr. COLLIER: Yes, indirectly the
Government have to take full responsi-
bility for the actions of all their officers.

The Attorney General: We
those actions,

Mr. COLLIER: Even though the Gov-
ernment take the responsibiity and en-
dorse the action, is that any reason why
the House should not be placed in pos-
session of the papers? Why, that argu-
ment counld he uroed against every motion
moved in lhe House for papers econnected
with any business whalever, The Govern-
ment could say in eonneetion with those
papers on the Table dealing with land
transfers “We take every responsibility.”
We know that. hut it does not absolve
them from the duty of layving before the
House the information asked for. Apart
altogether from the merits of the services
rendered to the tramway eompany, what-
ever papers there are in eonnection with
it members should be placed in possession
of them, and if there are no papers it
shows a state of things existing in the

_Palice Department which should be reme-

endoyse
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died at the earliest oportunity, 1 ihink
there are papers existing somewhere, and
that there is some motive for withholding
them from the House. Lf this is not so,
then the commissioner should be instruc-
ted not to couduet his business from bars
or private residences and without any re-
cord of any kind,

Mr. WALKER (Kanowna): The yues-
tion before the House has little to do with
the merits of the actions and responsibili-
ties of the Government during that
lamentable period when the tram strike
was on. The question is, are the Govern-
ment s¢reening themselves now by ot
laying upon the Table of the House, or
by excuses Yor not so doing, any papers
that may possibly exist in reference ito
this matter?

The Attorney General: No.

Mr. WALKER: T am sure the Attor-
ney Ueneral will not seriously tell the
House there is not a serap of record of
this transaction; L am quite convinced Lhe
Aftorney General would not tell the
House that this was even a possibility.
There must be some means by which a
record of matiters of importance are kept
for futnre reference; we must have some
documents in writing if it is only in re-
gard to the paving of the special con-
stables employed at the time. There must
he some receipts and there must be some
instruetions somewhere to employ special
coustables.  ‘'here must be a record of
these and there must be instructions on
the vecord as to how these special con-
stables were to act, what was the limit of
their duties. what was the character gen-
erally of their duties, These things are
not done on the spur of the moment, in
thin air. Lf they are. it is time we alterad
the management. We should have records
of all things of this kind. There must
have heen some relationship between the
officials and the Government on the oeca-
ston. 1 am convineed the police would
net have taken it npon themselves, with-
out eonsultation with the responsible Min-
ister. the actions that were exhibited in
Hay-street during these times, when the
police coustables ran in members of Par-
liament and ran ap here with writs, There
must have been some communication be-
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tween the Ministerial heads and the sub-
ordinates who carried out this course of
action.  Instructions were isswned from
somewhere; surely these insfructions are
in writing. The Attorney General, I am
sure, will not tell the House it is the eus-
tomary way of running the Government—
to do everything on the telephone or viva-
voce. Sorely he will admit if there is a
system of that kind in vogue it is most
detrimental to the interests of the State
and is just sueh as will help a body of
men to govern the people and avoid all
responsibility for it. The object of
placing things in writing is to fix the
responsibility in the proper form, 1o
know what instruetions are given, and
afterwards to be able to judge as fo
whether those instructions bhave heen car-
ried out or exceeded. Without written
instruetions in eases of this kind we :an
never know who has exceeded his duty
and who has failed to perform it. If _his
is the state of affairs the Attorney Gen-
eral wishes us to believe exists at the
present time, the sooner we change it the
better.

The Attorney General: You make the
Government respousible tor administra-
tive aets.

Mr. WALKER : But that is not enough;
we want {o have some matters upon re-
cord by which we can make the Govern-
menf responsible. They come here and
excuse themselves, saying, “The thing was
written in pencil; fthe slate has been
cleaned; we cannot read anything on it;
we do not know what orders were given.”
That is the answer of the Government—
“We are absolutely igmovant, we do nnt
know who demanded payment or who re-
fosed it.”

The Attorney General: Mr. Somerset
refuosed it ro the rommissioner.

Mr. WALKER: How, upon
terms, upon what grounds?

The Attorney General: Verbally,

Mr. WALKER: Was it not telephonic?

The Attorney General: I understand it
was at a subsequent interview.

Mr. WALKER: But there weve tele-
phonie  communieations and demands.
Here is the fix we are in—we have wo
knowledve of the terms in whieh the re-

what
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quest for payment was couched. The hon.
member knows that a refusal may be
justified because of the terms in which
the request is made; that the substance
of the request might be admitted, but the
way in which it i3 put, or the reason for
putting it, is open to dispute, and the re-
fusal may arise ont of that cause alone.
And as we bhave to review these activns
we want to know how the request for pay-
ment was couched, what were the terms
of the demand? Is it possible that (he
commissioner in the discharge of a duty
asking for payment for important ser-
vices makes the request only by telephoue
or interview, and the person replying
responds by telephone and iuterview, and
there is not a record in the whole depart-
ment of that interview and no eommunica-
tion fo the Mipister in regard to 18?1 Is
the Minister also acting per telephone,
and does the whole matter rest there, with-
out a shred of record? Is that the way
in which the country is being ron? 1s it
commwn or is it peeunliar to this depart-
ment? I am sure there is no defence
whatever which the Minister ean offer
which would jostify such a state of
affairs. The Minister now tells us ‘he
Government endorse what the commis-
sioner did; but they eannot tell us what
the commissioner did or why he did it.

The Attorney Geueral: He made a re-
quest for payment, which was refused.

Mr. WALKER: Refused on what
gronnd?

The Attorney General: That it was not
reasonable.

Mr. WALKER: Then why did he make
it? He should be brought to task for hav-
ing made it. By makinz an unreasonable
demand he affronted a citizen. It is an
ouirageons piece of conduet.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. WALEKER: 1 was showing that
it is extraordinary that there should have
been no vecord whatsoever of the fransac-
tions in connection with the subject mal-
ter of this motion, more especially as the
attention particulavly of the Attorney
General was expressly drawn to the mat-
ter by some questions asked him in the
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House so late as the 7th of September
last. The member for Yilgarn placed
upon the Notice Paper a number of gues-
tions, and they were answered upon the
7th of September last, at which time the
trouble had not yet terminated. The first
question was—

Is it a fact that the extra police ser-
vices rendered to banks, eompanies, or
private individuals have always been
paid for by those persons concerned to
the Police Department?

The Attorney General replied—

Yes, when applied for, vide Regula-
tion 544:—Police Regulation No. 544:
“A sufficient number of police will be
in attendance at all places of public
resort where their services are likely
to be vequired to preserve the public
peace or prevent the commission of
offences. When, however, the condue-
tors of race meetings or other sports
gatherings, or the managers of theatres,
concerts, or other public gatherings re-
quire the services of members of the
foree to keep the grounds elear, main-
tain order during performances, or ful-
fil similar funetions not properly be-
longing to the police, a charge will be
made for the services of members of
the foree supplied for such purposes.”

That is the answer to the first question,
ard I think the Attorney General will
admit that riding in tram-cars is wot the
ordinary duty of a policeman. It is ex-
ceptional duty, and I think the Attorney
General will also admit that this special
service was applied for in some form or
other, and that in compliance with the
reasons given verbally or by telephone,
or in some other way, the request was
granted, and the police were utilised ac-
cordingly, The second question was—

What secale of charges has it been
customary to impose in such oases9

The Attorney General quite frankly an-
swered—

Under Police Regulation 545: For
every constable for a full day and night,
i3s. For every constable engaged for
any shorter period, 1s. per hour. In the
case of mounted constables and addi-
tional charge of 3s. per day or portion
of a day will be made for each police
horse. \Where transport expenses are
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incurred these are charged in addition.
Now, the question arises, was the request
made under this regulation 545, and was
the request granted accordingly, and was
the money demanded in payment for a
whole day’s service, or at so much per
hour? The Attorney General cannot say
that these matters are unimportant. The
State has a right to know how much is
being asked of a debtor, and on what
basis services are rendered.

The Attorney General: The Govern-
ment take the view that this is not a ser-
vice that should be charged for.

Mr. WALKER: Supposing we admit
that. It nevertheless remains a faet that
the first impression was that it was a ser-
vice that should be paid for.

The Attorney General: Possibly by the
eomrmissioner.

Mr. WALKER: Possibly, but the very
faet that the Attornev General now uses
the word “possibly’” shows that there is
no means of getting at the teuth. Things
are done in the dark; the public can
make no inspection; we can get at no
truth in regard to the matter. The fact
that a responsible Minister here says
“possibly” a servant in the high offieial
position of the Commissioner of Police
made a vequest, he does not know, ig not
sure, only guesses, and surmises, is evi-
dence of the utterly loose way in which
the affairs of this department are con-
dneted.

The Attorney General: It is open as
the day. I think this service should not
be paid for, and you think it should.
You ean falk all night, and it will make
no difference.

Mr, WALKER: The hon. Minister
shonld not be insulting. That is not the
way for a Minister of the Crown to
answer a question which a member has a
right to ask. It is this feature that we
cannot get at the faets that T am eom-
plaining of, and it is a position of affairs
not to be tolerated for a moment longer,
that things should be done and no Min-
ister should be able to say why they were
done, how they were done, or by whom
they were done. That is not governing
the State. The management of the de-
partment can be done behind the seenes,
and ncbody in the State can gel to know



1920

the real faets. Where shall we end if
this sort of loose conduel is going to be
tolerated? The fact rvemains that there
was a demand, a refusal by the company,
a eonsideration of the matter, and an
endorgement of what was done, and vet
there is not vne word of record by means
of which we can judge the rightfulness
or wrongfulness of the action that was
taken. .\part altogether from the una-
ture of the case, and the fact that it was
an industrial straggle, if it had been any
other struggle the same complaint eonld
be made. This ought to be on record,
and we should know who did this and
why it was dome. and it should be open
to inspection not only for to-day but for
others who may come afrer us. for in the
futore this will have an historical interest.
I offer my protesl, and 1 am going to
vote for the amendment becanse it will
probably lead us to the place where there
are records. The Conunissioner of
Police may have no records. but there
may bhe records in some Ministerial de-
partment. and wherever the papers are,
disclosing the real facts of this incident,

they shall be produced for the inspection

of the members of the Assembly,
Amendment put, and a division taken
with the following result: —

Aves .. .. .. 16
Noes .. .. .. 20
Majority against .. 4
AYES, -
Mr. Angwin Mr. Swan
Mr. Bolton Mr. Taylor
Mr. Colller Mr. Troy
Mr. Hoiman Mr. Underwood
Mr. Horan ! Mr. Walker
Mr. Hudson I Mr. A, A, Wilsen
Mr. .Johnson Mr. Heitmenn
Mr. McDowall (Telter).
Mr. O'Loghlen
NoEa,
Mr. Brown Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Butcher Mr. Monger
Mr. Carson Sir N. J. Moore
Mr. Cowcher Mr. 8. F. Moore
Mr. Davies Mr. Nanson
Mr. Draper Mr. Osborn
Mr. Gregory Mr., Plesse
Mr. Hardwick Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Harper Mr. Gordon
Mr. Jacoby (Tellery.
Mr. Layman

Amendment thus negatived.
Question put and negatived.
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MOTIONS. TO CONTINUE—WORK-
ERS’ COMPENSATION BILL.

The PREMER moved—
That motions be continued.

Mr, HUDSOXN : Would the Premier siate
whethier an opportunity wonld be given
for the discussion of the Workers’ (‘om-
pensation Bill. Opportunities had heen
afforded but only for a short space of
time. It was well known that the Bill had
been before the House for a long time.
The matters for discussion were limited
to small items, and surely the recommenda-
tions of the seleet committee should be
considered.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
lion. member had arranged to confer with
him (the Minister) on the matter of cer-
tain amendments, and that might be done
before the eonsideration of the Bill was
resnmed.

Mr. HUDSON : There had heen left over
for consideration only minor details, and
some of these minor details had been re-
commended by the select commiftee, A
mood deal of expense had been incurred
by the seleet commitiee and the reecom-
twendations should receive some consider-
ation.

Mr. COLLIER: The select committee
was appointed at the request of the Gov-
ernment o obiain necessary information
and after considerable delay it had re-
ported, and now the Minister for Minres
said that in order to further consider the
matter he hoped the hon. member in
charge would meet him and confer.

The Minister for Mines: Not at all.

Mr. COLLIER:: It was time something
was done in the mater, We were within
two or three weeks of Christmas, and the
Bill had been hung up for some con-
siderable time, and now the DMinister
wanted the member for Dundas to meet
him 1o consider the Bill. The member for
Dundas should not meet the Minister or
any one else. The House should deal
with the Bill one way or the other, If
we atjourned it from one day to another
the result wonld be thalt the suggested
conference wonld not take place and the
Bill would he among the slanghtered in-
nocents. The House should deal with it
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and hon. members should take the respon-
sibility.
Motion put and passed.

BILL — SOUTHERN CROSS -BULL-
FINCH RAILWAY APPROPRIA-
TION.

Returned from the Legislative Couneil
withont amendment.

BILLS (2)—FIRST READING.
1, Fisheries Act Amendment.
2, Aborigines Act Amendment.
Received from the Legislative Council
and read a first time.

RETURN—GOVERNMENT AD-
VERTISEMENTS.
Mr. HOLMAN (Murehison) moved—
That a return be laid on the Table
showing the amount received by news-
papers circulating in Western Ausira-
lia, the Eastern States, and New Zea-
land during financial years 1908-9 1509-
10, and quarler ended September 30,
1910; rate per inch paid for advertise-
ments during above periads; also shotw-
ing cost of advertising in Great Britain
for the peripd September 30, 1908, to
September 30, 1910, and cost of adver-
tising by the Melbourne Agency in the
Fastern States, September 30, 1908, to
September 30, 1910, :
The matter was dealt with some time ago
and the motion was now similarly worded
as on the previous oceasion when it was
amended at the instance of the Treasurer,
the Minister for Works, and the Attorney
General.
The Premier:
motion before.
Mr. HOLMAN: It was similar to a
motion moved two years ago. It was
brought forward again in a form in which
it had passed after the united wisdom of
the three Ministers and the mover had
been bronght to bear on it, and in that
way the Treasurer admitted it could be
adopted. The reason the return was
asked for was at that time a promise was
given that certain reforms would be made
in the advertising. It was pointed out

I have never seen the
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that a great deal of unnecessary adver-
tising was done in newspapers whicl Jdid
not reach quarters from which it was cx-
peeted the greatest good would Follow.
Promises were made that these matters
would be looked into and the desire now
was to see whether the reforms had been
brought about. In many cases unneces-
sary advertisements had been put in news-
papers when no good could resnlt. For
instance there was the advertising in
Perth of blocks at Wiluna. Then again
the Government advertised in country
newspapers certain things whieh did not
reach the quarters that were interested.
In some instances also local advertising
was not carried out in local newspapers.
The desire was that advertising should
be distributed in the way in which it
would do most good.

The PREMIER: While not being able
to say that this motion was exactly simi.
lar to the one introduced a few years ago
he would aecept the hon. member’s state-
ment to that effect. At the same time it
should be pointed out that the prepara-
tion of this return would entail a great
amount of work and time. It would take
at least ten days or a fortnight’s overtime
to prepare the return, at least so he was
advised. When it was considered@ that
aver 76 papers had to be included in the
return aund that all the ledgers had to be
dissected in order to get at the broken
periods, an idea of the labour entailed
wonld be obtained. Although. there was
ne desire to oppose the motion it should be
pointed out that in the direction of
econonmy hon, members shonld not press
for these returns unless there was some
justification for them. The advertising
department was under the eontrol of a
very estimable officer, and the matter of
advertising was left almost entirely to
him.  This officer recognised that the
Minister had power to override his recom-
mendations, but it was seldom that that
course was followed. The department
was run exceedingly well and the expense
had been reduced to one-third. In almost
every ecase the advertising was given on
the recommendation of this independent
officer who weighed the value of it before
he allowed an advertisement to appear
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in a newspaper. The mwotion would not
be opposed, but from the point of view
of economy hon. members should not
press motions of this character.

Mr. Holman: There is not much work
in it. 1 could get it out in a few hours.

The PREMIER: Tt would take ten or
twelve evenings to prepare. At any rale
the return would be prepared.

Mr. HOLMAN (in reply): If it would
take the time the Premier mentioned to
prepare the return there must be a poor
system of book-keeping in the depart-
ment, He could get a similar veturn out
in a few hours.

Question put and passed.

PAPERS—MINING LEASES,
WILUNA,
Mr. HOLMAXN (Murchison) : T beg to
move—

That all papers relating to applicg-
tion for forfeiture, alse granting of
protection, exemption, and concenira-
tion of labour on leases 1y and 37,
Wiluna, be laid on the Table.

My reason for moving the motion is to
draw attention to the fact that the ad-
ministration of the Mines Department in
certain directions is doing a great deal to
retard mining in this State. Unforiu-
nately I have been in the position to see
clearly that the prospectors are not ve-
ceiving the consideration which they
shonld receive, and I am able to show
that men of great influence are always in
a position to eommand better considera-
tton from the Minister than the ordinary
prospector. I desire to draw attention
to this in conneetion with the reduction
of the gold yield in Western Australia.
Take our past year in Western Australia,
the total reduction amounts to £2,500,000
in the one year. Seeing that the total :e-
dunction in the gold yield is 30 per eent.
per year in seven or eight vyears,
I would draw attention te the fact

that a great deal of this has been
brought about by the indiseriminate
exemptions whieh have been granted.

Our most prosperons years in West-
ern Austrlaia were during the time
the Minister for Mines was a strong ad-

.
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voecale with toembers on this side of
democratie principles. At that time there
was ne man in Western Australia more
strong in advocating goud terms for pros-
pectors and in opposing exemptions and
he protested against any advantage beiog
given te boodlers. The Minister for
Mines shakes his head as if it were a
dreadful thing to refer to boodlers. To
show that the Minister has changed I
will quote a statement by the same Minis-
ter for Mines when he was a demoerat.
In speaking in the House in 1901 he said
as follows—

In fact, I find, simply through the
want of knowledge of my predecessor,
that it was not the legitimate man wlo
was petting any assistance by this prin-
ciple of exemption: it was the boodler

These were the Minister's own words,
He goes on Lo say—
the man whe wonld take up a large
area of ground, obtain exemption from
the Crown, go to the London market,
and try to foist it on the English capi-
talist, thus doing an injury not only
to the latler but to the good fame of
this country.
Had ! made thal statement to the House
I would have been ecriticised trom one
end of the eountry to the other, probably
by every member on the Ministerial side.
These were the words of the Minister
for Mines himself. He stated it was not
the legilimate man who was getting as-
sistanee by this prineiple of exemption.
and the same thing exists to-day. The
Minister said it was the boodler who was
getting assistance. These are the Min-
ister’s remarks, [ quote this to show
that the ideas of the Minister to-day
bave very materially changed. T was
referring to the faet of the position of
mining development at the present time
and the assistance given to prospectors.
It has been stated that the action of
labour in the country prevents capital
coming into the State; that is alto-
gether wrong. The only desire we have
is to proteet the legitimate investor, in
seeing that the State itsel{ is proteeted
and that the prospector has a fair and
reasonable show. In those vears when
the Minister was a stroug advoeate in the
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way we are now the gold yield was in-
creasing. Tn 1905 when the views of
the Minister changed and he threw over
those who were with him, the gold yield
dropped down; and this has all been due
to the large amount of exemption, amal-
gamation and concentration which has
been granied and these have been granted
in Perth without the knowledge of those
interested on the goldfields. Applicatious
are made either through the front door
or the back door of the Minister’s office
and exemptions are granted for months
on end. We have them granted every
day. I know the Minister will say that
it is not exemption but proteection, but
when protection is strang on for month
after month it really amounts to exemp-
tion and it is the worst form of protec-
tion. The reason T refer to these par-
ticular papers is that there are hundreds
of aeres of the best gold land in Western
Australia locked up under exemption and
which would be worked by the legitimate
prospector if he were able to work them.

The Minister for Mines: Tell me the
date of that statement which you read.

Mr. HOLMAN: The date was the Sth
November, 1901, and it is reported in
Hansard on page 2047; it was on the
no-confidence debate. The gold yield
went up every year while the Minister
adopted that attitude. There have been
no leases forfeited which are held by
companies or big inflnential men, but on
every occasion when the opportunity oe-
eurs, despite the recommendations of the
wardens, the Minister forfeits the leases
held by prospectors, and declines to for-
feit those held by companies. The case I
have mentioned ocenrred at Wiluna. The
lease was taken up and held for vears
without any work being done. Application
was made for the forfeiture of the lease,
and there was a recommendation by the
warden; a very strong one indeed. The
The ease is as follows:—

Mr. Warden Clifton dealt with a
case of unusual interest to mining men
on July 25th, when Edgar J. O'Dounell
applied for the forfeiture of a couple
of leases at Wiluna, held by Claude de
Bemales, of Kalgoorlie.
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Everybody in the mining world knows who

de Bernales is.
The evidence adduced was to the effect
that both leases had been praetically
abandoned for two years, it so far as
the empleyment of labour was concern-
ed. At the close of the ease Mr. Clifton
said: "“There is altogether too much
land locked up in the distriet, the result
of which is not only detrimental te the
industry, but deecidedlv unfair to the
prospectors and people intevested in the
field. Sueh practices should be aboli-
shed, and legitimate prospecting en-
couraged. 1 have not the slightest hesi-
tation in recommending the forfeiture
of the leases,

No stronger recommendation could come
from a warden who had been in the dis-
trict for a nnmber of years. I may in-
form members that grave complaints were
made in connection with the leases held
by Clande de Bernales, and I am safe in
saying the lease was not worked for eight
or nine years. The information Y have
received is as follows:. .
Replying to your wire re the forfeit-
ure of gold mining leases 162 and 163
reguesting fuller particulars. De Bern-
ales, the present holder of the leases,
has not spent & penny on the leases re-
ferred to since his taking over the same,
about seven years ago, and the only
work done is by one set of tributers,
namely, Peppard, Hall, Corran, Gibbs,
and party; their tribute ended about
September, 1907. Since then absolu-
tely no work of any sort bhas been done.
and several tributes have been refused.
A further tribute was asked for by Pep-
pard and Hall’s party and rvefused, by
A. Berry, the then earetaker of (he Age
W.A. leases. On another oceasion C.
Benson asked for a tribute and was re-
fused hy Mayne, the then manager of
the Age, Moonlight, W.A,, and other
leases, A few months aco Beresford,
acting for de Bernales, called tenders
for the letting of the W..A. leases by
tribute, there was no response to that
notice as others had asked before for
tributes and had been refused. Please
find ont by seareh on what day of the
month was the rent paid on Leases 162
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and 163. The rent was due on 15th

June. On 16th I wired to the depart-

ment asking if rent had been paid and

did not get a reply until 21st June say-

ing rent had been paid.

It is a strange thing, and I believe the
wire was reply paid, still five or six days
were allowed to go by before a reply was
received.

The Minister for Mines: That would not
have made any difference as far as he was
concerned.

Mr. HOLMAN: Yes, but this man was
looking for information to see if he could
have a double chance. The letter zoes on
to say—

Also ask what exemption or protection

has been given on the W.A. lease since

the hearing of same. If fhey do not work
these leases I will await my chance and
again make application for the for-
feiture. I may be more successful next
time. Hoping yon will do what youn
can for me in the interests of the coun-
try.
After this ease was decided, and after the
Minister had overthrown the recommenda-
tion of the warden. they tried to dilly dally
with the leases again. “Mr. 0’Donnell was
anxious to work the leases and wonld have
worked them because de Bernales only held
them to try and float them on the London
moarket, thus keeping the legitimate work-
ers from the leases. After the case had
been decided O'Donnell sent the following
wire to the Under Seeretary for Mines and
‘Warden Clifton:—

Please note I object to further pro-
tection leases 4J and 5J, Wiluna, unless
heard in open court.

On that oceasion no opportunity was given
to oppose the exemption, and protection
was granted after that. He states fur-
ther—

T may mention these leases are about
being transferred to the Wiluna Gold
Mine, Ltd., principal owners Messrs.
Urquhart, de Bernales, and Strauss,
and application is now being made for
exemption by concentration of labour
on the Bulletin mine, which is about half
a mile from them. I am objecting to
the application, and eonsidering the
leases have not been worked for about
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three years I objeet to any protection
as I am prepared to work them at once.
Further, I think I can safely say Mr,
de Bernales has not expended a shilling
in labour on the leases, and there ean be
litile doubt that this transfer to the
Wilena Gold Mine, Ltd., is merely to
obtain exemption and avoid the labour
conditions.

In the face of that I am surprised at the
action of the Minisler in flouting the re-
commendation of the warden, especially
after the warden had strongly recom-
mended the forfeiture of the leases, and
the Minister for Mines had upset the war-
den’s recommendation, That puts me in
mind of a case which accurred previously.
I drew the attention of the House to what
occurred some time ago when on a similar
accasion Warden Troy, of the Murchison
woldfields, dealt with a case in connection
with the Legacy leases, which were dis-
covered by two prospectors on the Mur-
chison. They went out to this place and
discovered the Legacy leases.

Mr. Troy: Who were they?

Mr. HOLMAN. The Errols leases.
There were two Mr, Parkers and Mr.
Monks. They worked the leases some time
and spent probably £500 of their money
hesides labour, but were forced to go away
and work to obtain more money so that
they could gei back to work the leases. An
application was made by a speculator
named Thomson—a man I ferm a bood-

* ler, becanse he gives nothing back to the

State and gets all he can from it—for the
forfeiture of the leases. Warden Troy
made the following remarks on the appli-
cation:—

In consideration of the facts that the
defendants were (1) the pioneers of the
Barramhie district, (2) that they are
genmine prospectors, and (3} that they
were starved out of the district and were
unable to pay rent to obtain exemption
throngh want of means, and (4) that
I am satisfied that they strove fo raise
money for the purpose of enabling them
to work G.M. lease No. 1473, 1 recom-
mend thai in lien of forfeiture of the
lease, a fine of £25 be imposed on the
fessees, condilional op their paying the
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rent and fine due thereon for the year

1906 forthwith.

These prospectors were starved off the
lease. The warden said he was satisfied,
and be gave them a chance, and recom-
mended the lease be not forfeited. Vhat
did the Minister for Mines do?

Mr. Heitmann: Whal did Thomson
do?

Mr. HOLMANX: In the first place
Thomson took sirong aetion through his
solicitors. He instrueted his solieitors to
go to the Mines Department, and they were
sufficiently strong to get the Minister to
turn round and flont the warden’s recom-
mendation and starve these men out and
cause them to zo somewhere else to get a
means of living. T read these papers, and
there was a statement from Mr. Thomson's
lawyer actually demanding that the Mini-
ster for Mines and his officers should wire
instruetions to Warden Troy, as if the
Minister was a mere offiee boy for
Thomson, and nat a responsible Minis-
ter. It would appear from the corres-
pondence that the Minister was there to
be dictated to by any Tom, Dick, or Harry
who came to his office.

The Minister for Mines: Your experi-
ence has been very different.

Mr. HOLMAN: The Minister will ad-
mit that many times I have gone to him
and the department, and I have never
asked for anything unfair.

The Minister for Mines: T never sug-
gested that you did; but you suggested
that T acted as an office boy.

Mr. HOLMAN: No; T say that it would
appear they thought you were in that
position, Had I been Minister and re-
ceived some of the wires I would have
taken stronger action than the Minister
took.

The Minister for Mines: T have not the
papers with me, and T do not know.

Mr. HOLMAN: T had the papers on
the Table. I am not exaggerating the
position one iota. I drew. the attention
of the Minister to it at the time. When
I go to the Mines Department T generally
try to make sure of my ease before T re-
quest the Minister to take action. T like
to be sure, and I like to give the Minister
every opportunity.

1925

The Minister for Mines: And we give it
to you.

Mr. HOLMAN: On many oceasions I
lrave received fair consideration from the
Mines Department. I am not one of
those who deny a thing when it is" done.
Many of the vequests I have made have
been veadily granted, and [ think maoy
of them have twrned ont very well for.
the department and the State. In this
conneetion, when 1 went to the Minister
the tile was handed to me as wns done mu
previous occasions, but the papers the
Minister has in his department did not
show the case as fully as it should have
been shown, They did nol give the case
clearly, and that is why I desire to draw
attention to the actwal facts to show that
the faet that exemptions have been granted
on these Wiluna leases since the applica-
tion for forfeiture was refused is detyi-
mental to the mining indostry. And I
draw the attention of the Minister to the
need for adopting different methods to
prevent as far as he can the same class
of men getting the better of the prospee-
tor as thevy do every time. The Minister
may not be in a position to jndge on every
oceasion the position of cases that come
before him: but from my knowiedge of
the two cases T have mentioned. and from
my knowledge of the wardens whe dealt
with these cases, T maintain it was an un-
fair decision of the Mines Department to
go against the recommendations of the
wardens and on the other hand starve out
these prospectors from their properties,
while on the other hand declining to for-
feit when the warden recommended for-
feiture, apparently showing that the
Minisier is every time prepared to give his
support to the speculators agmnst the
prospectors. There was nethinz in the
papers, however, to show the Minister
that his decision shonld have been altered;
but I maintain the wardens are the hest
able to judge of what should he done with
these leases. Even in this case, t show
that some of these men think they ean do
with the Mines Department what they
like, Mr. de Benales wired the Minister
that he was eoming down. I think it is
on the file where the Minister declined to
meet him, and said that if Mr. de Benales
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had anything further to say it could be
sent down in the ordinary way. The
Minister did the right thing, but it only
goes to show that these men eonsider,
right or wrong, that they have influence
which the prospectors cannot nse if a re-
commendation goes against them. It is
manifestly unfair, when prospectors go
out and open up the country and tle war-
dens endeavour to let them liave another
chance to get some further money, that the
wardens’ recommendations are not car-
ried out; or in the other case, where the
leases were shut ap and not worked for a
nunber of years, it was unfair thatl the
Minister shonld not allow these men to get
the leases when they desired to work them
right off. T trust in future, so that the
mining industry will be given the same
chance as it had previously, the indiserim-
inate granting of exemptions for concen-
tration of labour will be curtailed as much
as possible. So long as the eountry is
held up, so long will speculators come
along and hold these leases, as many as
they ecan, not to work them but to sell
them at the first opportunity. The Mini-
ster probably knows Mr. de Benales bet-
ter than I do; hut T say wherever he has
been he does not bear the best of names
as regards assistance given to the industry.
Many of the men assisted by him with
machinery have found themselves in toils
out of which it is very difficult to get.
He is out for all he can get ont of the
industry, and is making every post a
winning post. From his point of view
that is probably vight, but T protesi
agrainst the department giving him, wit-
tingly or unwittingly, so muech assistance
as was given in the recent case. People
at Wiluna are desirous of working the
leases, but they eannot do so. I hope
in the future the AMinister will have more
consideration for the recommendations of
wardens in such cases as this, and will de-
eline to give the speculator any further ad-
vanitage over the prospector. The case I
have brought forward is a genuine one,
and one that has a very important bear-
ing on the mining industry. As soon as
we realise that the better.

The Minister for Mines: It is a point
upnn which we disagree.
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Mr. HOLMAN: The Minister has seen
fit in recent years to ehange his opinions.

The Minister for Mines: Not during
the past seven years.

Mr. HOLMAXN: T still hold the opin-
ion that I heard the Mimster for Mines
express in those days when I believe he
was conscientiously working in the best
interests of the mining industry of the
State. I still follow the cxample that he
followed in ithose days endeavouring to
protect the prospector and refusing on
every occasion to give the speculator any
advantage over the jprospector. I am
sorry if the Minister will now admit he is
taking opposite views to those he ex-
pressed in those days. The mining indus-
try is one that, like every other industry,
is above party. When I speak of the min-
ing industry 1 endeavour to use what little
knowledge 1 have to push it forward,
knowing that the welfare of the State is
wrapped up in it. In faet raining has
made Western Australia what it is, and
I hope that all the efforts of the Minister
and his officers, and of members of this
Assembly, will tend to make the mining
industry what it was seven years age; he-
cause since then the yield bas decreased
by 30 per cent, meaning a decline in the
annual output of £2,500,000.

The MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
H. Gregory): I have no intention of op-
posing the motion, but, of course, it
would he impossible for me to allow the
remarks made by the hon. member to
pass without some comment on my part.
I am pleased indeed—and I feel it is the
desire of all members opposite, even if
we may disagree on the methods adopted
—we all recognise the great influence the
mining industry has with regard to the
other industries of the State and the
great advantages that follow opening big
gold mines. We also recognise the great
development the indusiry gives to the
country and the people it induces to come
here. and its value more especially to-
wards agricultural seftlement. And I am
quite sure that every member would ser-
ionsly eonsider any action that would in
the slizhtest sense injure the progress of
the industry. The hon. member referred
to some remarks I made in 1901. What
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was in my wind when I spoke in
1901 was the great demand then made by
the Lands Department for areas in and
around Nalgoorlie. A large number of
leases had been held by individnals and
different companies, and nndue protection
had heen eranted upon these leases. Ap-
plications had been made for the condi-
tional surrender of these leases and a
great number of them were eonuitionally
surrendered, as 1 pointed out at the time
illegally, and erown grants in fee simple
were given away for the conditional =ur-
render of these leases. To my credit, 1
think, since I took vilice [ have stopped
that method of cunditional surrender, and
from that time to the present theve has
not been a case where a conditional sar-
render of a gold mining lease has beeu
approved and the tee simple of Crow:n
lands given for the conditional surrender
of a lJease. [ remember one company in
publishing their annual report stated they
bhad surface areas of land which they
valued at £30,000—1 am speaking from
memory, They thought that if they suor-
rendered their leases o the Crown they
would wet in exchange the fee simple of
land fhat would be worth £30.000, and
1 Juoked upon this as being sorething dis-
honest. But the condition of things is en-
tirely different now. Hon. members know
what my ideas in connection with the
mining industry have heen, It will be well
remembered that when I introduced the
Mining Bill of 1904 I made special pro-
vision for the absolute right of any per-
son who pwovided labour or capital in a
zold mining lease to demand exemption
on his property to proteet him for a cer-
tain period; and I remember the hours
and hows T had to fight those in opposi-
tion heeause thev thonght I was doing
something which would be injurious te
the industry. T do not think there is now
one member on the Opposition henches
who would move that these seetions Le
repealed. T speak of the sections which
mive to any person after the expenditure
of labour or capital, according to the
value thereof, the absolute right, not to
20 cap in hand, as previously. to the war-
den or Minister for protection, but to o
to the court and prove he has expended
in labour or eapital so much to justify
701
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him in baving his lease protected for a
certain period. I believe now we ecould
well exiend the period and give greater
protection and induce more people to
come forward and assist in the develop-
ment of the industry. There is no indus-
fry in all ereation which is morve specn-
lative than that of mining. It carries a
grealer risk than that in any otber indus-
try. No matter what a man kad expended
on a mining proposition, if it happened
to be left unworked for a single day, un-
less the Minister protected the property
it could be forfeited.

Mr. Holman: Why did you nul give
Parker Bros. a little consideration?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I will
deal with that presently. I had no idea
that the matter was being brought up and
I will have to speak from memory. I
wish to peint out that if we eould give
people greater inducement to eome here
and assist in bunilding up the industry, if
we could give them goveater protection
when they put their eapital into a venture,
we would have thousands more men em-
Hoved than we have to-day.

Me. Hleitmann: Flow could xou employ
them if vou give exemption?

The MINISTER FOR MINFES: 1
menn if with the expenditure of certain
lahour or eapital we gave the rvight for
areater exemption than applies to-day we
would induce more to go into the indus-
fry,

My, Heitmann: They arve always ready
to iake advantage of whatever exemption
is to be given. bt how would it be em-
ploying more men?

The MINTISTER FOR MINES: Be-
cause you would have move money zoing
into the industry. Tt is only when they
have no money eoming out of the mine
that thex have exemption. When a mine
is profitable we never get an application
for exemption,

Mr. Holnian: There has heen nothing
done on the leases in gnestion. They have
heen protected for vears and no money
has heen expended on them at all

The MINISTER FOR MINES: T will
deal with that directly. when we wilt go
by the files. As T was saving, as the re-
sult of long administration of the depart-
ment T have felt and recognised the diffi-
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eulty we Lave in geiting eapital here to
help build up a ndning venture. I have
recognised the speculative nature of the
indusiry. It would pay us if we gave a
better title than that which exists to-day.
1o 1904 1 tried to make the conditions
better, and if I were amending the Min-
ing Aect again te-morow I would ask the
House to agree with e in giving better
conditions than apply at the present time.
So far as these partienlar eases are con-
cerned I think I can best explain them
by reading a minute placed on the file
when it was decided to forfeit ihe leases.
The minute reads—

In dealing with this case it does not
appear to me that the partial failure
of the lessee to comply with the cov-
enants merils the penalty of forfeiture.

I would like to say that under the Min-
ing Aet there are three things Ministerial,
namely applications for lease, exemption
for lense, and forfeiture of lease. In re-
vard to applieations for leases I consider
it mevely a question of evidence and I
have always and will always follow the
warden’s recommendation, that being
purely a matter of evidence, When it
ecomes to a question of exemplion or for-
feiture I treat it as a ease of poliey, and
I always take the responsibility of grant-
ing the exemption or forfeitine the lease.
T throw no responsibility on the warden
other than that he takesx the evidence and
on that evidenee sends in his recommenda-
tion to me. T have alwavs adopted this
practice. Tf no appeal is made to me I
aceept the warden’s reecommendation, If
an appeal is made T then go into the case
and deal with it as T deem fit. The min-
ute continues—

It appears that an option had been
taken over these properties by the
Oroya Black Range Company and that
covering this option eoncentration over
the whole of the leases was applied for.
The econcentration which allowed the
temporary amalgamation of a number
of separate leases should not have been
approved except under speeial cireum-
stanees, and I presnme the special rea-
son which induced the warden to so
recommend was on account of the op-
tion, and fo enable the holders to con.
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centrate their work on certain of the
leases.

Hon. members will recognise that when
an option is taken in order to get time in
whieh to carry out their work they ask
for eoncentration of labour on one or two
leases. The minute proceeds—

The warden holds that good ecause for
forfeiture is shown by the fact that for
two vears no work has been done_ on
the two leases for which forfeiture is
applied, but these objections were
equally good as against coneentration,
as they must have been so held for
some lime prior to the application for
forfeilure with the warden’s approval.
Certainly had I moticed the last applica-
tion for concentration which included
the {wo Sounthern leases, sinece aban-
doned, I would have questioned it, but
in view of the warden’s recommenda-
tion I treated the papers as formal.
Peruzal of the file shows that o com-
ply with the eovenants 37 men should
have been emploved, hut that Leases 31
and 32 had been abandoned. and were
in fael forteited prior to the hearing
for forfeiture. Had these two leases
heen legally surrendered 29 men would
have sulficed to eomply with the eov-
enants. but the lessee failed to sur-
render, merely allowing the title to ex-
pire by forfeiture for non-pavment of
rent. On the date of the plaint the
covenanis were not fully complied with,
A2 men only being employed instead of
37. and the fault apparently lies with
the lessees in not employing the neces-
sary number of men or making appli-
cation for the surrender of the two
leases since abandoned by them. To
forfeit under {hese cirenmstances would
be a most harsh proeeeding, and it is
idle to charge the lessee with not hav-
ing done anv work on certain of the
leases when he had the department’s
authorty to concentrate labour. bat I
do not think the mere payment of eosts
is sufficient penalty in a case of this
sort. as considerable trouble and ex-
pense have been ineurred, not only by
the applicant but also by the Crown.
due entirely to at least the remissness
of the lessee,” Moreover. T want to



[30 Novemper, 1910.]

wark my disapproval of the pact aeted
by Mr. de Bernales in this matter, In
cohnection with a previous and similar
case I had to inform him that T de-
clined to see him on matters pertain-
ing to a forfeiture, and instructed him

to send in his faets. supported by a

sworn deelaration. Again he was so

advised, and again he fails to do so.

Fortunately for him the facts on the

file show that forfeifure would not be

advisable, as I certainly would not have
wiven consideration to his Tetter. Please
prepare Ex. Co. papers providing for

a fine of £20 in each ease. or £40 in all;

applicant for forfeiture to receive half

to cover his expenses. If the fine is
not paid within the usual time, the
leases to he forfeited with preferential
vight to (he applicant for forfeiture.
There is the case in a nutshell. The
Oroya Black Range Company had, I
helieve, taken an option over a certain
number nf leases. Tley asked for a
concentration of labour. That was re-
commended hy the warden and approved.
The Orova Black Range C'ompany, I sup-
pose. not tinding the values to be up to
what thev thought justified them in giv-
ing the price asked, threw up their op-
tion, and these people, I suppose, had to
camy on the work which had been earried
on by the company. Two were leases at
some distance South and detached from
the other leases. The lessees stated they
had no desire to pay the rent on these
blocks, and desirved to forfeit them.

Mr. Holman: Car vyou give us the
dates the renis were paid.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: T
cannot give the dates from memory. but
they eovuld be looked up. At the time the
application for forfeiture was made they
shonld have been employing 37 men.
When the ease was heard by the warden
these leases had been forfeited, so equit-
ably they were really emploving more
men than was necessarv to comply with
the labour eovenants. Legally they had
not snrrendered the leases.

Mr. Holman: It was far befter for
them to forfeit the two leases.
The MINISTER FOR MINES: 1In

any case I want the hon. member to
understand we had approved the eoncen-
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tration of labonr, and these people had
to employ 37 men. I do not consider the
case one for a fine when men are legiti-
mately spending money and paying the
wages of 32 men, and I would consider
verv seriously indeed before forfeiting a
holding because they were only emploving
A2 men instead of 37.

Mr. Holman: Bat it was a totally dif-
ferent mine altogether.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
lion. member will see that the warden
should have remembered that lLe had
granted concentration of labour and re-
commended it; and if for two vears no
work had been done on these rwo de-
tached leases thai should have Deen
brought out by the warden when hearing
the case in respeet to the concentration.
That is the case as T find it.

Mr. Holman: You hardly treai the
warden fairly.
The MINISTER FOR MINES: The

hon. member is uoting the warden, I
thought so much of the matter that 1 put
the whole thing on the file and I presnme
the warden was advised in regard to that
matler. T take the whole of the respon-
sibility in ruestions of Forfeiture, and
taking that respousibility it is esseniial
that I should protect myself. And T
want the warden to feel thal in these
matters the responsibility is mine: it has
been thrown upon me under the Mining
Act, 1 cannot see, therefore, in conner-
tion with this matter, that T could have
acted differenlly. True. 37 men should
have been emploved; hat these people
allowed two of the leases to be forfeited
for non-payment of rvent, and at the time
29 men could have leld the property.
T'uder the eirecumstances 1 thought a fine
would meet the case and [ made it a very
stiff one, namely £40. on account of the
action of the lessee in simply wiring to
me and not following up the instruetions
T issued.

AMr. Holman: Then you tnmediately
granted further protection.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: 1
wanted the case to go before the court so
that T would be able to see the evidence.
T'nless good grounds are shown me it is
my intention not to allow that eoncentrn-
tion. The concentration on these two
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leases is not warranted. TUnless very
special reasons can be shown it is my
intention not to allow it. Now, in con-
nection with the other cases, I do not
think the hon. member was justified in
saying that I always refused to forfeit a
lease in the case of mining companies and
that 1 always forfeil in the case of a
prospeetor. (Of conrse, one cannof take
any one case to prove the rule. It wonld
be very interesting to get a return of all
leases forfeited during the last three or
four years, and I would be pleased to
provide sueh a return if it were asked for,
showing whether the leases forfeited were
held by mining companies or by pros-
Pectors.

Mr. Holman: You might state in this
case whether they were defended or not.
I have quoted several cases, the Star of
the East and others,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
hon, member has quoted two cases. I
cannot remember the names of the par-
ties, but I remember the instance. In the
first case certain persons took up an area
and after working it for some time left
the distriel.

Mr. Heitmann: They did not go far.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: They
went to Black Range.

Mr. Holman: That was the nearcst
centre to which they could go.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It
is aboul B0 miles away, at any rate, and
they macle uo applieation to us to proteet
their property for them.

Mr. Heitmann: Exactly the same as
this company already dealt with.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: These
men after doing a eertain amount of work
cleared off the ground and left it alto-
gether. Nobody there knew anything at
all about them. This Mr. Thomson—I
do not know whether he was the owner
of the Legacy Leases—took up a certain
area under lease, and after doing some
work proved the existence of an ore chute,
which was running into these leases which
had beenr apparently abandoned for over
seven months,

Mr. Holman: They were unable to pay
the fees,
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The MINISTER FOR MINES: Baut
! would have protected their holding for
them,

Mr, Holman: The warden went into the
whole matter and you will see that he
recommended Lhat the leases be not for-
feited.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It is
fonr years since 1 saw the papers and as
far as my memory serves me the property
was absolutely abandoned. I agreed that
if I acrepted the warden’s recommenda-
tion T would have no reasonable excuse
for forfeiture in any case that came be-
fore wme. Am T to consider for a single
moment whether the man who owns the
lease is a poor man or a rich man? Is not
the same justice to be given to the poor
man and to the vich corporation?

Mr, Holman: That is all we ask for.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: And
that is what I am giving. Where a pra-
perty is abandoned for seven months, ure
we going to allow our sympathy to go so
far as to say that in such a ease forfeiture
should not follow when no application has
been made to the department to pro-
tect the property ? Tf we did that,
I am satisfed lhat in ne eireum-
stances whatever could we forfeit a
lease for non-fulfilment of the conditions,
If there was not sufficient ground for for-
feiture in this ease then all the areas in
the out-back counntry could be shepherded
and the same argument could be raised
in every ease as was brought forwaed in
this case.

My, Heitmann: The argument was sue-
cessful in the case of Wiluna.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: But
they were employing 32 men. Concenira-
tion of labour had been granted on a num-
ber of leases, over 10, T think, and the
owners were given the right under the
mining laws to coneentrate the labour on
one lease. In a case where people are’
employing only 32 men instead of 37, I
would not forfeit the properties; I would
fine the owners, I want to justify people
in the belief that there is some security
in mining ventures. If in that ecase I
had forfeited these leases and the facts
went home to the old country, there would
have heen very little money coming into
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the State al the present time for mining
investment. 1l we are going to strain
our conditions so harshly as to forfeit
because people employ only 32 instead of
the required 37 men, we would give a very
big set-back to mining investment. When
I first came to this State and took up a
mining lease I found that I had to em-
ploy four men in the first year and eight
in the second year, and I came fo the
conclusion that I or no other poor man
eonld afford lo bold a lease. The condi-
tions in this State to-day are very gener-
ous, bui the very moment we inerease
these covenants and make them incum-
bent on the holder of a lease, we say at
once that only large companies and rich
people ean afford to hold a mining lease.
In the cirenmstances I hold that so far
as this case at Wilung is concerned, I
was justified in the aetion I took, and I
have not the slightest objection to these
papers being laid on the Table.

Mr. HEITMANN (Cue): I have not
very moeh fo say on the question, but I
wish to speak in regard to the policy
adopted by the Minister. I have heard
for a long time from the Minister for
Mines that he desired to throw off a
good deal of the responsibility of his
position so far as regards reviewing the
decisions of wardens. I have heard him
state in the House, and I have also read
in the newspapers, that he wanted to
place more responsibility on the warden,

The Minister for Mines: I amended
the Aet for that purpose, but at the
present time the responsibility is en-
tirely mine.

Mr. HEIT'™MANN : Since the hon.
Minister made that statement he has
bad two or three years to put it into
force, but instead of him placing more
responsibility on the heads of the war-
dens we find him admitting that the
warden is not competent to earry that
authority.

The Minister for Mines :
not.

Mr. HEITMANN : In effect that is
what the Minister said. The warden
hears the case, goes into it thoroughly,
Jearns the full history of the case, and
gives a certain decision. and the Min-

No, T did
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ister shonld fix some other tribunal and
not leave it to himself to review the
decision of the warden.

The Minister for Mines: My intention
was to appoint an appeal board.

Mr. HEITMANN: And the Minister
has had a number of years to do it. I
have asked for a long time for something
in that line, but I would prefer wining
boards as in Vietoria,

Mr., Hudson: A mining court is what
we want.

Mr. HEITMAXNN: The Minister would
be doing a great amount of good if he
would enaet that the warden should
have power to say that the verdict shall
be a certain way and not allow people
to make ex parte statements and to have
his decisions reversed. Those are the
circumstances in econnection with the
Thomson case.

The Minister for Mines: Oh, no.

Mr. HEITMANXN: I have the full his-
tory of the case, and I say that Thom-
son and his kind bave done more harm
to the mining induostry than all the re-
fusals of exemption that the Minister
might make during the next ten years.
Tt is not the laws of the country that
are doing injury to mining. The more
liberal we make the mining laws the
more people we will have like Thom-
son, who come here, take up leases, and
make people in the old eouniry or im
Perth pay. That was the oecupation of
this individnal, and he never to my
knowledze did any genuine mining
work. The Minister shounld bear that
in mind before he listens to gentlemen
of that character. Either Thomson
saw Lhe Minister or sent somebody to
interview him, for it must have been on
the application of this party that the
Minister reversed the decision of the
warden. I am at one with the Minister
in giving more power to the sarden,
becanse the wardens 1 have wet in
this State have, through their long as-
sociation with the mining industry, be-
come really part of the industry itself.
Bo far as onr own warden on the Mur-
chison is concerned, if T had an appli-
cation to make I would prefer to be
heard by kim rather than by any man I
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know. He is looked upon as a thoroughly
honourable man.

The Minister for Mines: But you
would not give him power to forfeit any
property?

Mr. HEITMANN: Yes, with special
leave to appeal. There might be a pos-
sibility of something fresh being brought
torward and we all like a second chance.
Another thing I wish to refer to is the
oft-repeated statement of the AMinister,
which T have Lleard him urge in and
out of season when secking to justify
his desire to give greater seewrity to min-
ing leaseholders. He practically =tated
that he desired to give an even further
pertod of exemption in cases where a cer-
tain amount of money had been spent,
and he stated—and I give him eredit
for being houest in the opinion—that if
we have more liberal laws and are more
ready to consider the claims of mine-
owners for exemption, we will have a
far greater number of men employed
in the mining industry. Take one par-
ticular liberalisation of tlie mining laws,
I do not know how many years it is
sinee we altered the Mining Act to allow
concentration of labowr.

The Minister for Mines: That was in
the 1895 Act.

Mr. HEITMANN: Well, it has not

been adopted to a great extent until
lately.
Mr. Holman: ILeases had to be ad-

joining them.

My, HEITMANN: At any rate, no
one can say that by allowing concentra-
tion of labour we have more hands em-
ployed. I am opposed to concentration
of labour to the extent that it is al-
lowed in this State.  Under this elause
the Great Boulder mine s working I sup-
pose about 10 or 12 acres on the snrface.

The Minister for Mines: Thirty-six
acres. 1 do not think there is any com-
centration of labour on the Kalgoorlie
field at all.

Mr. HEITMANX: The Great Boul-
der mine I suppose employ about 300
men?

The Minister for Mines:
650 men,

They have
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{The Deputy Speaker took the Clair.)

Mr. HEITMANN: The Great Fipgall
mine had in their employment about 300
men, and they bad praetically the whole
of Day Dawn. No one else could get
anywhere near the helt of country they
were working, I feel positive the more
liberal you make the faws the fewer men
you will have working, because there
are always men ready to take advantage
of those who are nat genunine investors,
but who are puare speekers. I an: with
the member for Mnrchison and to some
extent with the Minister for Mines who
both express the desire to do as inuoech
as possible for (he mining industry, but
I would impress upon the Minister for
Mines that of the two to be eonsidered
the first one should be the prospector.
It is the prospector who deserves the
greatest consideration.  Withont the
prospector you could not have the big
mining company,

The Minister for Mines: Not when
you are dealing with the question of
Litles.

Mr. HEITMANN: We had the ease
of Griffiths referred to by the member
for Boulder, and there was another case
where a poor man had no chanee against
what the member for Murchison wonld
term the boodlers. At all events J am
of the opinion that greater care should
be taken, and I think the Minister
would be wise if he appointed a board
to deal only with appeals and allow the
wardens to deal with the cases.

Mr. TROY (Mt. Magnet): When I was
at Lake Way last Marech I had broucht
under my notice these very leases in con-
ngetion with which the member for Mur-
chison has called for papers, [ met there
quite a number of genuing prospectors
who were desirous of getting the oppor-
tunity of working these leases. In fact
Lake Way, which should be one of the
most promising mining distriets in the
State, is at present in a parlons eondition
and essentially owing to the fact that too
much exemption has been granted to min-
ibg companies there. It may of course
he the policy of the Minister to give what
he calls this liberal treatment with a view
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to assisling the industry by the expendi-
ture of a greater amount of eapital, but if
our gold-mining experience goes for any-
thing it proves conclusively that wherever
unlimited exemption is given it gives the
opportunity for speculators to take up
properties, expend a few pounds upon
them, and then hold these properties up
from development to the detriment of the
whole country and the industry. I ean
remember well when the Minister for
Mines did not hold this opinion, and I
ean only hope that his ehange of views is
nat the result of enviromment in a conser-
vative atmosphere, but that it is due to
more enlightened experience. T am afraid
however that his change of views is due
to the firsl circumstance, because any per-
son with a knowledge of mining condi-
tions knows that the poliey which the
Minister condemned five or six years ago,
wlhen I first heard him speak on the policy
of giving unlimited exemption, is not in
the best interests of the mining industry.
What has been the Minister’s experience?
A good deal of capital is heing intro-
duced to-dny. Is it unlimited exemption
whieh is responsible for the introduction
of capital? I say no. It is due to the fact
that new localities are opened up by the
prospectors which give the investors the
possibility of getting a quick return. The
inveslor is not loking for exemption, he
i looking for a veturn for the money
which he is investing. At Buollfineh, peo-
ple arve getting unlimited exemption, and
that is not going to assist the industry.
The more development work that is done
the better it will be, because if it results
in anything good being found outside the
Bullfinch Proprietary it will do good for
the industry by encowraging the invest-
ment of capital. The curse of the in-
dustry has heen nnlimited exemption, and
if the people in those localities who are
anxions to make a living are given the
opportunity of applying their labour on
these properties, undoubtedly it will re-
sutt in the mining industry being made
maore productive, and by being made more
productive the investment of capital will
be encouraged. The Minister furthermore
justifies himself on this poliey of giving
exemptions on the score that mining com-
panies have spent thousands of pounds,
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and because of the expenditure of thou-
sands of pounds they are entitled to a
degree of consideration. Admitting that
the Mining Aet allows that consideration
to be given, yet there are some people
who are able to come to Perth to infer-
view the Minister and get still further
consideration. I want to point out that
the prospector by the expenditure of his
few pounds is making just the same sac-
rifice, if not a greater sacrifice, than the
invesiors who are spendinz thousands,

The Minister for Mines: Does he not
get the same protection?

Alr. TROY: Take the case of Parker
at Errols. I remember the case very wel),
and there is no getting away from the
faet that Mr. Thomson, who was only a
speenlator and who lived on the industry,
by some influcnee he possessed, he was
able to float mines and was also directly
responsible for Parker and his mate los-
ing their property. This man brought his
inflnence to bear on the Minister, and as
a result the Warden’s recommendation
was ignored. It must be remembered, and
the Minister knows very well, that Pavicer
and his mate eould not work that pro-
perty, because after hanging on to it for
monbhs, they became impoverished and
they went to the nearest locality, some 60
miles away in order to get emplovinent,
and in this way save a few pounds so that
they might make another start on their
property, and after having saved a few
pounds they went hack again.

The Minister for Mines: On the ad-
joining lease.

Mr. TROY: Tt is of litile conse-
quence. Warden Troy heard the applica-
tion for forfeiture. It will not be denied
that if there is one man in this country
whose integrity no one will question in
mining centres it is Warden Troy.

'The Minister for Mines: They are all
cood men.

Mr. TROY: I will admit that, but ne¢
one on the Murchison or indeed any place
in Western Australia where Warden Troy
has resided for many vears will guestion
this officer’s integrity. Warden Troy had
the full partieulars at his finger’s ends;
he knew the parties, was resident in
the locality, and was more in a position
to denl with such a dispute than anyone
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else. His recommendation I know for
a fact was supported by all right thinking
men on the Murchison, and they got a
severe shock when they found that ile
Minister had ignored the Warden’s re-
commendation. That is one instanee in
which the prospector, slthough he makes
as much sacrifice by the expenditure of his
few pounds as the investor with his thou-
sands, does not get the same consideration,
Let us see if this so-called liberal treat-
ment is best for the industry. I hold the
opinion that it is far bebter and it would
be a wiser comrse to throw all mineral
leases open to whoever would be prepared
to take them provided that they worked
them within a reasonable time, and when
they ceased te work them, they shonld he
banded over to some other person who
would work them,

The Minister for Mines:
you eall a reasonable time?

Mr. TROY: The Mining Act to-day
gives a reasonable time, but the Minister
does not comply with the Mining Act be-
canse he allows persons to come down and
inflnence him. Rather than see this fixity
of tenure which the Minister speaks about
frequently I wonld prefer to see the min-
ing laws altered and not one penny
charged for leases provided that the peo-
ple who held them worked them. Then
there would be such development which
would eclipse any previous development
in the State.

The Minister for Mines: What about
the abandoned leases you referred to a
little while ago?

Mr. TROY : I spoke of leases which are
held by mining eompanies, and to all in-
tents and purposes abamdoned, and on
whick no one is employed, and no work
is being done, The policy they are ad-
opting is detrimental to the industry. This
return, which I secured from the Mines
Department, dealing with the very leases
diseussed by the member for Murchison,
shows that considerable exemption has
been given fo these two leases and other
leases held by the same company. In 1909
a period of 10 months and 18 days ex-
emption was given.

The Minister for Mines: For concen-
tration,

‘What would
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Mr. TROY: And if you go over ihe
whole of this list you will find the same
policy obtained, In 1910 six months’ ex-
emption was given. This was for coun-
centration; the 10 months and 18 days
was not for concentration. That is what
I disagree with. Later on these peoyle
came down to Perth and in Mareh
secured 14 days' exemption; immediately
afterwards they got another 14 days, and
immediately afterwards still a third 14
days. And these conseeuntive exemptions
were given by the Mines Department in
Perth and not by the Warden; the mat-
ter was taken out of the warden’s hands.
Tlte responsible party came to Perth, got
the ear of the Minister, and secured these
continual exemptions. Let me give an-
other instance to show the pernicions
poliecy of the Mines Department. The
member for Murchison spoke of the action
of de Bernales on the various mining
ventures, and I do not think any person
can justify the general conduct of de
Bernales,

The Minister for Mines: There is no
need to be personal about the matter.

Mr. TROY: I do not desire to be per-
sonal, I merely desire to be truthful; but
when we are dealing with a matter in
which the gentleman is vitally coneerned
we cannot well avoid mentioning his
name. If I find a gentleman carrying on
a policy detrimental to the interests of
the industry, my duty is to speak of it, in
order that it might be brought te the
notice of the Minister. At Gullewa eon-
siderable hankypanky work was being ex-
ercised in regard to the old Phoenix mine,
known to-day as the Pericles. I saw the
Minister frequently about it.  Consider-
able exemption was given, and it was al-
leged that a transfer had been made from
the Phoenix to the Victory United.

The Minister for Mines: Was it not
only 14 days ?

AMyr. TROY: Several periods of 14
days were given to enable the frans-
fer to be made. I am not objec-
ting to that, because the Minister
did what I myself would have done
in the same circurestances; he believed the
transfer would be aceomplished, but I
am doubtful if it had been completed to-
dav. T know the transaction was very fishy
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indeed. The transfer was not made and I
doubt if it has vei been made; but on
those allegations this party was appealing
to the Minister and reeeiving special treat-
ment. As I say, had the same facts been
brimglt under my notice and I happened
to be Minister I should have adopted the
same policy. But this is what I condemn:
the alleged transfer was not made, de
Bernales took over the property and
started to work it.  This was aftier it
had been idle for a eonsiderable time. The
miners on that property worked tor four
weeks, after which uatarally, they asked
for their pay. They were told the pay
was not to hand and, therefore. they
could not get it. Consequently, thev gave
a week’s notice. They said that unless at
the expiration of five weeks ihey were
to reeceive their momey they would not

work another day. T do not blame them, .

nor conld anyone else. These men worked
for the five weeks and knocked off. They
had given a week’s notice and there was
plenty of time for de Bernales to send
the money along. They were then kept
waiting another week for their money.
In the meantime de Bernales came to
Perth and saw someone in the department
as a vesult of whiech he secured 14 days’
exemption on Lhe score that there was ne
labour available in the distriet; vet these
men had been working for him for five
weeks and were prepared to work on if
.their money was assured. But the 14
day’s exemption was given on the score
that there was no labonr available.
These people, it seems, have the
right to come down to Perth and see
the Minister, and put forward what are
untrue statements, and on the strengih
of those statements seeure exemptions to
the detriment of the men engaged and of
the industry also,

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Is the
matter being diseussed by the hon. mem-
ber covered by the motion?

Mr. TROY: Yes.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The hon.
member has not mentioned the leases at
Wiluna. The hon. member has heen very
far away from Wiluna.

Mr, TROY: Mr. de Bernales is con-
nected with these leases, and his name
has been drawn in during the whole of
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the disenssion. Moreover, am I not to be
allowed the same privilege as has been
sranted to other members who have dis-
cussed this?

The DEPCTY SPEAKER: 1 was nof
in the Chamber while others were diseuss-
ing it; however, I have no intention to re-
striet the privilege of the hon. member.

Mr. TROY: In conclusion, beeause I
was concluding when 1 was intervupted,
| want to say the Minister for Mines
should have made some inquiries inlo this
case, as in other eases. 1f he had so de-
sired he eould have telegraphied tuo the
mining registrar at Yalgoo, and asked
lim whether the statement made by the

Pericles people was a true one. Al this,
1 =ay, is the sort of thing that

is doing a econsiderable amount of harm,
that makes Lake Way to-day almost an
abandoned district: although T helieve its
possibilities ave egual to if nol greater
than those of any other district T have
SEel,

Mr. HOLMAX (in reply): There is
ane matter always to he deplored, namely,
the faet thal when mining questions sfre
heing discussed in the Honse very few of
the members on that (Ministerial) side
of the Tlouse remain in to hear what is
being =aid. while when it cornes to a ques-
tion of voting they flock in and vote wiih
the Minister.  The Minister admitted
there was ereat vemissness on the part of
de Bernales, and that he disapproved of
the action ot de Bernales entirely in this
matter, but did not think the evidence was
zerious enough to warrant fhe forfeiture
of the lense, The Minister shonld know
that a liltle over two vears ago the in-
dusley at Wiluna received a great fillip,
and the prospects of the place looked
splendid on  aceount of the good dis-
coveries in the Gwalia Cousolidated. As
spon as that was known de Bernales and
others rushed ont and seeured all the
leases they could. As the Minister las
admitted, they had 10 leases, amounting
to nearly 200 acres. The Bulletin, on
which the labour bas been concentrated,
is an old mining property. and so as to
effect the eonditions some arrangement
was come {o with the proprietors of the
Bulletin.
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The Minister for Mines: They took an
option over it.

Mr. HOLMAN: And then they locked
up the whole of the land and held it
under exemption, or eoncentration, which
means the same. The Minister should
most emphatieally protest against that
poeliey being earried on in the goldfields,
becanse it means that de Bernales,
throngh taking an option for a smali
amounl of money over the Bulletin pro-
perty, could lock up 200 acres of gold-
bearing country, with the intention of
trying to float those leases on the market,
purely for speculative purposes, while if
he could not get rid of all the leases the
option would not come off. And whilst
the place is going ahead prospectors who
have been there for years find they ean-
not get a lease; and although knowing
that no work has been done on the lease
for two years the Minister upset the
warden’s recommendation and refused to
forfeit the lease. Then the warden
granted coneentration from those leases
on to the Bulletin for six months. In all
probability the warden himself, knowing
the position of affairs in Wiluna, know-
ing that business was pending, gave that
syndicate - every latitede; afierwards
when he found they were holding those
leases purely for speculative purposes, he
realised he had been misled to a great
extent, and recommended the forfeiture.
Here for two whole years not a penny
bad been spent on those leases and he
recommended the forfeiture, but the
Minister refnsed to adopt the recommen-
dation. TIn eonnecfion with the Legaey
Lease, the Minister took up an entirely
different view. The Parker Brothers and
Mzr. Monks were the prospectors out there,
and bad the Reward claim. They spent
all they had on it and were foreed to go
away and look for work. They left the
place and the other prospectors round
about refused to jump those leases, know-
ing the position as they did. The Minis-
ter knows full well that a petition was
sent down, signed by every leaseholder at
Errols, protesting against those leases
being forfeited.

The Minister for Mines: It was strange
that they should send in objections, ask-

[ASSEMBLY.!

ing nof to forfeit on the warden’s recom-
mendation,

Mr. HOLMAN: Bui in this instance,
afler the warden’s recommendation, in my
opinion undue influence was used by
Thompson and Parker to get the Minister
to change lis opinion; because a wire
from Mr. Thomson appeared on the file,
and Stawell & Cowle, solicilors, made
a point of ealling at the Minister's office,
and swore certain affidavits whieh, in my
opinion, were not correct. They used all
the influence they could, and the Minister,
on their ex perte statement flouted the
recommendation of the warden and for-
feited the lease. This is a eopy of a letter
which Stawell & Cowle wrote to the de-
partment,

The Minister for Mines: It is nearly
four years ago, and I have not had a
chanee of looking into this.

Mr, HOLMAN : Now, this is a letter
sent by Messrs, Stawell & Cowle, a firm of
solicitors, to the Mines Department, and
it shows what power they may have
thought they had over that department—

We have the honour to request that
immediately upon the issue of the

Gazette yon will be kind enough to send

a telegram to the warden at Cue in-

structing him to post the notice in his

office of such forfeiture.

That shows what power they think they
have when a firm of solicitors have the im-
pudence to address a ecommunication like
that to the department. In connection
with the other case the Minister knows
he received a wire from Mr. de Bernales
asking him to hold the matter over until
he eame down and discnssed it with him.
Aecording to the papers the Minister acted
rightly and said he would not meet de
Bernales, but that if he had any other
evidence he would have to give it on affi-
davit. Of course we do not know what
other action Mr. de Bernales took, and it
would be interesting to know when the
rent was paid on that lease.

The Minister for Mines: It is in the
files.

Mr. HOLMAN : The Minister for
Mines had promised that he would not
grant any more exemptions on these leases
nnless o mneh stromger case is bronght for-
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ward. | do not think that any stronger
case can be brooght forward because no
work haz been done, and there has been
ne mouey expended on these leases at all.
They Lave been beld purely for speen-
lative purposes, and I trust the Minister
will carry out his promise to give no more
coneentration, It they desire to develop
this laud let them work it for a couple of
vears ot else throw the leases up and ailow
someone else to work them. The sooner
the Minister rveturns to the poliey he ad-
vocated seven or eight years ago the
sooner will the mining industry improve
and the better will it be for the State,
and I lhope after what he has heard to-
night, that when the warden has sent n
his recommendation, the Minister will not
always give lis decision in favour of the
speculator as against the prospector.

The Minister for Mines: I de not do
£0,

Me. HOLMAN: I defy any commitiee
or any independent body to go inio this
case and uphold the Minister’s action, I
know from speaking to some other pros-
pectors In the distriet that they would
have liked to have taken up the lease
themselves. hut they would wot do it
They said that “Poor old Jack” has gone
away to earn a few more “bob” or try to
et a few pounds to endeavour to work
lis lease again, and they did not want
the lease if the original owners conld man-
awre to work it at any time at all. One
man said that had he known that a speen-
lator like 3r. Thomson intended Lo jump
the leases lie wonld have jumped them.
Tn connection with Wilana it is a well-
known fact that the party hold thiese
leases for speenlative purposes. The Min-
ister. dealing with an exaetly similar case
in 1901, saad—

Then there is the question of exemp-
tions. When T took office T found the

labour eovenants on the goldfields were -

simpiv farcieal. The warden had a
special power to grant one month’s ex-
emption. and the Minister to grant six
months, We found there were cases
where even up to two and a-half yvears'
continuous exemption had been granted,
and not a pick put into the mround the
whole lime. Thix was nnt in one case
but in dozens.
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That is the same thing as has obtained
during the last few years. On the Star
of the East na legitimate work has been
doue for the last siv years, and on the
lease to which I have been referring to-
night no legitimate work has been done
tor seven or eight years. The same thing
obtains in many parts of Western Aus-
tralia.  The ground bhas been held for
vears and not a pick has been driven into
it. The Minister for Mines went on to
say—

In faet, in one small disiriet I found
there were over 20 leases that had been
rranted over 300 months’ exemption.
Muel in the zame way, protection was
uranted. 1n ome ease. as the member
for Mt. Marvgaret {Mr. Taylor) says.
protection  was  granted for seven
months eontinuously on the application
for lease; and duriny the whole of that
lime. no work whatever was done on
that property.

And so on, and if we had compelled these
leaseholders at Wiluna to work their pro-
perlies the position there would be much
hetter than it is at the present time. What
ohtains there obtains in other centres. I
would like to see the Minister giving eon-
sideration to legitimate work on any
lease, whether by a eompany or a pros-
pector, bnt not to sacrifice the prospector
to the speculafor, as be did in this case,
adl do a great injustice to the mining in-
dustry of this State.
Question put and passed.

PAPERS — JUSTICES OF THE
PEACE, NORTHAMPTON AND
VICTORTA DISTRICTS.
Mr. TROY (Mt. Magnet) moved—

That all papers relating o the ap-
pointiment of persons to the commission
of the peace. and also those relating to
the reinoval of persons from the com-
mission of the peace, for the North-
ampion aud Vielorin Magisteriol Dis-
tricts for the two years ending June,
1910, be laid wpor the Table of the
House,

He said: If the Attorney General will

agree fo this motion T shall take very little

time in discussing it.
The \ttornev General: No.
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Mr, TROY : I am amazed at the action
of the Attorney General in not agreeing
to this motion, becanse it was to oblige
him partienlarly that I tabled it. Speak-
g on the Address-in-Reply the
Attorney General referred to the attack
made by the wember for Kanowna, who
1 believe aceused the Attorney (feneral
of having for party purposes made num-
erous appointments of persons in his elee-
torate to the commission of the peace.
In faet Le also inferred that for the
same reason persons had also been re-
moved from the offices they once vceu-
pied. Let me quote the remarks of the
Attornel (teneral when he spoke on that
oecasion. He said—

There is one more point to which

I wish to refer before I sit down and
it is a somewhat unpleasant matter, be-
eanse it is in the nature of a personal
ageusation. 1 have heard so many ae-
ensations hurled at me across the floor
of this Chamber that I have become
somewhat case-hardened. The member
for Kanowna made some accusations
agamnst the Government for disregard-
jing the nowminations ol the Oppazition
side as to the appoiutment of justices
of the peace. Ie went on fo say, in
order to zive point to his observation
{hat appointinents had heen made in
the Greenough district and that old
hands had been swept away, while a
large number, an extraordinary number
of justices had been appointed there,
that a relative of my owm had also been
appointed, and the hon. member wax-
ing warm said that a whole flood of
Jjustices had been appointed. . . ..
Let the hon. member ask for a return
of the number of justices of the peace
who bave been appointed in the Green-
ough eonstituency sinece I came into
oifice. I do not vare a scerap about
these charges, but I wouid like the hon.
member to follow them up. . .. The
hon. member will still further oblige
me if he will aseeriain the name of
the relative.

The Attorney General: That is not
the relurn vou are asking for.

Mr. TROY: Most undoubtedly it is,
and whila it may do eredit to the ingen-
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uity of the Aitorney General to say that
it is not, yet I feel sure that this House
will agree that this motion is in keeping
with the Atiorney General’s statement
less than two months ago. Neeessarily I
must express my amazement and surprise
that one who waxes so warm at the
accusations by members of this House
and who pretends to he so sensitive as
to his honour, should prevent members
from making the inquiries which he ehal-
lenges thiem to make. But although the
Attorney General refuses to accept this
opputtunity of e¢learing himself of the
charges made, I expect that I will be
able {o secure a majorily of wmembers
to assist me in lhaving that fullest in-
quiry made which the Attornev General
said he desired a short time ago. That
an extraordinary humber of persons was
appuinied to the cowmission of Lhe peace
in the Attorney General's electorate is
an undoubted faet, and that a number
of persons has been removed for rea-
sons that have never heen given is also
a faet. If {his was done for party pur-
poses and to “gwef home” on old oppo-
nents, such an action eannot be too
strongly deprecated, and this House,
which to some extent is responsible for
the appoinfment of these persons, is en-
titled to know why on the one hand such
a large number was appointed and why
on the other hand so many have been
struck off. The appointment of justices
of the peace is a frequent oeecurrence in
this State, but how it is done apparently
only members of the Government know,
I konow very frequently appointments in
my own electorate have been made in
regard to which I have never beeun c¢on-
sulted; but the appointments made in
the Attorney General’s electorute have
undoubiedly been made with the coneur-

_rence of the Government of which he is a

member, and with the approval of Execu-
tive Conncil. He eannot, therefore, have
been other than aware of the reasons
for the appointments and the reasons
for striking other persons off the com-
mission. Personally I am aequainted
with a great many of those persons re-
presented by the Attorney General, who
have been appointed to the ecommission.
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Some of them I know are undoubtedly
good men, but others have been ap-
pointed who T fear cannot live up to
whet is required in cunnection with that
office, because what that office requires
is not only high character, but also the
highest qualifieations. I regret that in
some cases the latter is not sought for.
The character may be there, but some-
times it is doubtful, and very offen the
highest qualifications are not there, and
thus an injustice is done to the community,
Persons are placed in a position to sit
on the benel in judgment upon their
fellows,.but they have very little know-
ledge of the law or of any other matter.
Becaus= of their environments, their sar-
roundings, and their lack of opportuni-
ties, they are warped in intellect and
narrow, and consequently are not the
fittest persons to whom such appoint-
menls should be given. Some appoini-
ments are made as a tribute to the per-
sons receiving them, and it is such as to
give ns eavse to inquire what these people
have done to justify this high office being
conferred uwpon them. For instance, in
the constituency represented by the At-
torney General, a member of another
place, Mr. Patriek, was recently ap-
pointed justice of the peace for the whole
State. What has he done for the people
of Western Australia that he should be
gtven that office, which T believe has not
been given to any man in this Honse?
It is extraordinary how he las been
singled out for one of the highest honor-
ary positions that can be offered to any
person, and he bad done no serviee I
know of to the people of Western Aus-
tralia entitling him to that position. I
have nothing to say deprecating his
ability or character; lie is a man of con-
siderable ability and the highest char-
acter, so far as T know; and
I have known him for years; but
this office is only conferred upon persons
who have done something to warrant it.
If Mr, Patrick was one of those people
representing the whole of the State, as
the Federal senators do, then there wonld
not be the slightest objeetion, becanse it
would be a compliment to the people;
buf that is not so; this same office has
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been refused to senators of the Federal
Parliament, though it has been granted
to Mr. Patrick merely because he is a
wood Government haek. That is the oaly
reason. Seveial persons have been struck
off the commission of the peace, but no
reason has been given for it. Probably
the Premier may state that it is duoe to
the faet that their eonduct has not been
such as to entitle them to rhe high office,
but L ask the Attorney General—did the
Government strike off the commission of
the peace Mr, Learmonth, J.P.,, who in

the Tasti Fremanile election did
what was an entirely  illegal
action  which was  exposed in

the court and showed to his disad-
vantage? Has his name been struck off 7
No. He iz a supporter of the present
Govermmnent. and he still holds the
commission of the peace. Again, if the
faet that people lhave done something
which is against their eharacter is to he
considered, what action do the Govern-
ment intend to take in regard io Mr.
Melarty, a member of the Upper House,
who has been convieted on two oceasions
lately in the eourts of this State and is
still a justice of the peace? He was con-
viabed once and fined for allowing eattle
to run on the streets of Pinjarra, and
Jater on he interfered with the retuarning
officer at an election at which he was a
candidate. He went in and wnterfered
just like any wvulgar lavrikin would do,
and he was fined £5. It was an indict-
able offence, the maximum penalty for
which was 12 months’ imprisonment. On
these two oceasions he was convieted, but
he still remains a justice of the peace.

Mr. Colher: And king of Pinjarra.

My, TROY: If the people of Pinjarra
are salisfied, of course we have to he sat-
isfied in regard to that; but we are not
satisfied in reward to the other matter.
If such charges as these are reasonable
enongh ito induece the Government to
strike other persons off the commission
of the peace, why should not Mr. Me-
Larty's name be struck off also? T am
given to understand that another person,
My, Holmes, J.I>.. has been fined three
times for selling adulterated milk—
poisoning the people; killing in-
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fants—and stil  he iz a  Jus-
tice of the peace with the ap-
proval of the present Government. To
my mind the faet that there is such a
large number of justices of ihe peace in
the Greenough and Geraldton electorates
gives cause for considerable swrprise.
That they have been appointed by the
present Government is a fact; tbat many
of them are incompetent is a fact; that
many of them are ignorant is a fact; and
that many appointments are made for
party purposes is a faect. The Atborney
General, with all his boast of purity of
intentions, ecanrot deny it. If he does,
why dees e now refuse to avail himself
of the opportunity he almost craved for
here a few months ago when he asked that
this motion should be moved? T cannot
help thinking that a number of persons
have heen appointed and struck off the
roll as the result of intrigue nnd personal
animus, and it is a thing we should not
countenance. If the Government want
that stigma removed, they eannot do bet-
ter than allow the pecple to know the
full partienlars, and they eannot do bet-
ler than place ithe papers upon the Table
of the House to give the publie these full
partienlars. If we are to allow appoint-
meuts to these positions io be made as the
result of intrigne and party animusz. we
are not going to do serviee to the State,
we are going to do undoubted injury to
it. and we are going to drag positious
that should be lofty and honoured inte
the gntter. That must be the natural re-
sult if this poliey is to be enconraged by
members, I will now give the Attorney
Geueral the chance of availing himself of
the opportunity he eraved for a little
time ago,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
J. L. Nanson) : The hon. member takes it
for granted that in the Qreenough con-
stitueney, which I have the honour to re-
Present, an unusnallv larwe number of
justices of the peace have been appointed
during the last two years that I have ve-
presented the constitnmeney after my re-
turn from England. It is true that in the
dehate on the Address-in-Reply T ex-
pressed the hope that the hon. member
and also. I think. the member for Xan-
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owna, would call for a cetwrn a< to the
number of justices appointed during the
time 1 have been member for Grenough,
and [ still hope that these hon, members,
or any hon, member who feels sufficienily
interested in the matter, will eall for a
return as to the number of justices ap-
pointed in that part of the State during
that period. T am ecertainly not prepared
to accept the ipse dixit of the member tor
Mount Magnet that an ununsually large
number of juslices has been appointed in
that pavtieular part of the State. On the
contrary, [ believe that if a return were
ealled for—and of conrse there can be no
objection 1o a return of that sort giving
the number and the names of gentlemen
appointed during the period by the Gov-
ernment of the day—it would he found
that, instead of tlere being a large num-
ber appointed, the number is consider-
ably ‘below the number appointed in
other distriets tn similar civeumstanees. It
is essential in any portion of the eountry
where settlement is taking place that, if
a demand comes for the appointment of
additional juslices and a case can be wade
ont, the wishes of the setilers should be
as far as possible complied with: and I
have no hesitation in saying that in the
great majoritv of cases in my econstitu-
ency where requests have heen made for
the appointment of justices thuse re-
quests have come from settlers who have
been living a long distance from a vesi-
dent justice and who have seriously felt
the inconvenience of having to travel
long distances when they wished to avail
themselves of the services of a justice,
more parfivularly to have documents
witnessed in  connection  with  trans-
actions with tle Lands Departmeni. The
hon. member, instead of availing himself
of my invitation to eall for a retnrn, has
brought forward this mofion asking that
papers may be laid on the Table. 1le asks
that all papers relating to the appoint-
ment of persons to the eommission of the
peace, and alse those relating to ilie re-
moval of persons from the commission of
the peace, for the Northampton and Vie-
toria Magisterial Distriets for the two
yvears ending June, 1910. he laid upon
the Table. The motion resolves itself
into one of those delightful fishingy ex-
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peditions members opposite are so an-
xious to bring forward on private mem-
bers’ day. We have already had one of
those fishing motions in regard to the nc-
tion taken by the police at the time of
the tramway strike. There the request was
for a miscellaneons nunaber of papers, not
particularly specified but very gen-
erally referred to. 1o be laid on the Table
of the House. We have here a similar
request with rezard to a fresh number of
papers, some of them possibly of a eon-
fidential character, some of them which it
would be totally unfair to the individuals
concerned to place on the Table of the
House.

Mr. O’Loghlen: 1If T went to your
office would you let ine look at the file?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: If the
hon. member wishes to examine any file
dealing with justices of the peace, the
proper office to go to is the office of the
Premiar that deals with all these matters
relating to commissions of the peace. It

is not a matter under the Crown Law De-

partment. Questions arising out of the
appointment of justices of the peace or
removal of gentlemen from the eommis-
sion of the peace are dealt with in the
Premier’s office; but before a decision is
arrived at they are dealt with by Cabinet
as a whole, Every care is taken where a
recommendation is made that a gentleman
be placed upon the eommission of the
peace, to ascertain whether he wonld be
suitable; and considering the number of
justices of the peace in Western Austra-
lia, necessarily a high number on aec-
count of the extent of owr territory, it
may be contended that on the whole the
diseretion vested in the Executive has
been well and carefully exercised. It will
frequently happen that when a recom-
mendation is made for an appointment to
the commission of the peace, reports have
to be called for, reports that are of
of an entirely confidential character.
And if it should happen that a person is
asked to make a confidential report, and
he fears that his report is at any time
liable to be brought down and placed on
the Table of the House and from there
communieated to the public at large, it
will be absolutely impossible to obtain
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that information which it is very neces-
sary to obtain in regard to these appoint-
ments, So far as the appointments in the
particular distriet referred to are coo-
cerned, if the member has any objection
to make with regard to individual ap-
pointments, it is, of course, open to him
te take action in the House by way of
motion. I note that the only appoint-
ment in the district to which he has
taken speeilic exeeption is the appoint-
ment of My, Patrick as a justice of the
peace for the entire State. T am unable
on the spur of the moment to
say when My, Patrick was ap-
pointed or the circumstances under which
he was appointed, but in regard to what
is the principal matfer, namely, Mr.
Patrick’s qualifieations for the position,
I have no doubt whatever, and I am per-
feetly sure that that centleman is fully
capable of acting as a justice of the peace
and that the seleetion is a very admirable
one: and if he is good enough to act in
the distriet and it is eonvenient that he
should act for the State as a whole there
can be no objeetion to Mr. Patrick being
appointed to act for the entire State.
Apparently the obhjection of the member
for Mt. Magnet is with regard to appoini-
ments of this kind being made as a coni-
pliment. Of course the appointment ‘s,
te some extent, a compliment. as it
shows that in the opinion of the Exeeci-
tive Mr. Patriek is a gentleman entitled
Lo be entrusted with that responsible and
honourable position, and to that extent
it is a eompliment, but I do not for a
moment suppose that the position was he-
stowed on Mr, Patrick merely in a com-
plimentary sense; it was bestowed because
it was recognised that he would be an
accession to the beneh, and T do not sup-
pose for a moment that there is any sub-
stantial or solid ground on which ihe
member for Mount Magmet ean take ex-
ception to that appointment.

Mr. Collier: Why do you discriminate?
Why was not Senator Lynch appointed
for the whole State?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It is
not possible for me to take up individual
cases when T have not the papers before
me. Tt is impossible for me to call o
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recolleetion the cirecomstances relating lo
the appointment of every gentleman who
hias heen made a justice of the peace in
Western Australia or the circumstances
attending every case in which a recom-
mendation has not been carried out.

My, Johnson: You had no reason for
not appointing Senator Liyneh a justice
at the peace for the State.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I am
not at present awarve whether I was
a member of the Government at the
time when Semator Lynch’s name was
bronght forward. Indeed I was not aware
until the hon. member interjected whether
Senator Lynch was a justiee of the peace
for the State or whether he was not. I
am objecting to the motion on the general
prineiple that it is opposed to public
policy altogether to lay upon the Table
of the House papers of a decidedly con-
fidential character, and it wonld not be to
the public interest that information of
that kind should be disclosed. The Gov-
ernment take the respounsibility for all
appointments of that kind that they make,
and they are only made after the fullest
examination, and if the Government
make a mistake and it can be proved that
a mistake has been made, it is open to hou.
members fo ventilate the matter, and the
Government will be ready fo give ao ex-
planation of any particular case. In re-
gard to the removal of a name from the
commission of the peace, it does not neces-
sarily follow because that name is re-
moved that there is a slur cast upon the
gentleman whose name js so removed. It
may be found that he does not possess
those gualifications which are essential in
a justice of the peace, and if it be found
that a mistake has been made in an ap-
pointment then the best thing to do is
to remedy the mistake and remove ihe
name from the commission.

Mr. Holman: What are snitable guali-
fications?

The ATTORNEY GEXERAL: I um
not going to enlarge upon that for the
benefit of the hon. member.

Mr. Troy: Why did yon re-appoint
Glick after vou struck him off?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I have
no doubt there were excellent reasens.
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My, Troy: Whai were the reasons?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I know
the matter has been considered by Cabinet
as a whole, and I feel sure that Cabinet
wonld nrot have re-appointed that gentle-
man without good reason. It does not
necessarily follow that because a man’s
name is retmoved from the commission of
the peace that there is any reflection vpun
his character. There may however be
cases where justices have been guilty of
improper conduet, and if those cases are
brought under the notice of the Govern-
ment ihen an impartial inquiry will be
made.

Mr. Swan: Something wrong with his
political opinions, perhaps.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : It
would be an undesirable state of affairs if,
when it became necessary to inguire
whether a gentleman should be retained
on the commission of the peace or not,
the colour of his political opinions should
be taken into account. Evil be to him
who evil thinks, and I must confess that
T have a certain amount of suspicion as
to the course of aetion that hon. members
oppesite would take if they happened to
be in power. Hon, members opposite
are always imputing motives, and I am in-
clined to think sometimes that they meas-
ure other people’s eorn by their own
bushel.

Mr. Holman: We are prepared to meet
any eases brought forward.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I pay
the smallest attention to an hon, member
like the member for Murchison, because
I know that that hon. member has a mind
which is absolutely charged to overflowing
with snspicion, and the consequences
might be most serious to his mental state
if oecasionally he did not let some of that
flood of suspicion loose in this Chamber.
We on this side of the House regard that
bon. member with a certain amount of
pity beeause of the evil opinion of his
fellow creatnres, or a considerable see-
tion of his fellow creatures, that hon.
member has. If it makes him feel any
better through oceasionally pouring out
on this Chamber a flood of suspicion and
vituperation, well then, thongh the spee-
tacle be a nauseous one, we have satisfae-
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tion enough in knowing that perbaps the
hon. member has cleansed his bosum of
some evil matter. I do not knmow that
there is aoything more I need say with
regard to this matter. 1 reiterate that
the Government have ne iniention of
agreeing to the motion, and it would be
in the highest degree inadvisable to lay
Jdown a principle that these papers shonld
be produced. If the member for Mount
Magnet wants information as to the num-
her of magistrates appointed, and the
names and the dates of the appointments,
there will be no ebjection to giving him
that information,

[Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Mr. WALKER (Kanowna): I think I
am responsible for the action taken by the
member for Mt. Magnet. On the Address-
in-Reply in August last I drew attention
to the faet that an extreme phenomenon
had oeeurred in the electorate of Green-
ough, in which the Attorney General was
reputed to be the principal actor. A nnm-
her of old justices of the peace had sud-
denly disappeared from the roll and a
nnmber of stawnch and recognised sup-
porters of the Attorney General had sud-
denly filled their places. The matter was
raenttoned at some length and there was
the suspicion then east upon the Attorney
General that he in some manner was re-
sponsible for the views of Cabinet, which
came to the decision that his particular
friends were deserving of that high and
distingnished honour. The Attorney Gen-
eral waxed wroth that night, and the
venom of his spleen, to quote the langnage
of Shakespeare, bubbled over in frothy
condemnatory speech. T then was the
object of his unbounded abuse. To-night
I am thankful, for the sake of having
.companionship in such diversity, that he
has exhibited the same phase of his char-
acter in regard to others. Tt shows that
it is more or less part of his disposition
to be abusive when he lacks argument
And then he turns sneeringly upon those
opposed to him and, without particnlar
regard to the accuracy of his faets or the
justice of his condemnation, he belittles,
by sneering, frothy verbiage, those who
dare to criticise him. That is his charae-
ter.  On that night he tried to aet the
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heroie, and he dues o repeatedly. He
puts his hands in his pockeis, or he
gwings his arms in the air, and he turng
to members and to the gallery and says
that he defies the Opposition, “Bring
forth your motion,” he eried, over the re-
turn of the justices appointed in Green-
ongh. The member for Mt. Maznet took
him at his word and said, “I will move
for a return.”

The Attorney Gebperal:
what he has done.

Mr, WALKER: He has done so.

The Attorney (eneral: He has moved
for papers.

Mr. WALKER: That is the return in
all its particulars, in all its details. Does
not the hon. member see that it matters
little as to the numbers, but it does matter
very considerably as to who recommended
these justices of the peace and why
they were recommended. If the hon.
member is responsible for their recora-
mendation it matters mueh, for it would
show a state of polities in this eountry
which was more than suspiciouns, more
than pertaining to that quality so seath-
ingly condemned by the Attorney General
in the person of the member for Murchi-
son, Is it trne that the member for
Greenongh recommended these appoint-
ments of the justices referred to in
Greenough at the time, and just prior to
the Address-in-Reply? Can be deny that
it was at his instance that these appoint-
ments came upon the rotl of justices?

The Attorney General: Why do you not
specify ?

Mr. WALKIER: The hon, member
wants me to specify, whereas it is his
duty to specify. The Government ave
asked for all those appointed as covered
by tbat motion; and it is more than the
returns that is required. The mere names
tell nothing. We could find those names
withont having recourse to this, and the
hon., member must know when we speak
of returns it means more than fhe mere
supplying of the names to this \<sem-
bly.

The Attorney General: Oh, no.

Mr. WALEKER: Why not? Recause
there was an accusation. True, it was not
backed up, but it was freely used, It was

That is not
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that the hon. member had not only been
instrumental in obtaining the appoint-
ments of justices who favoured him poli-
tically, bat that there were some among
them who were nearer to him than parti-
enlar friends. And what is the use of
merely asking for a return of the names?
His challenge to-the House was in answer
to the accusations, which implied poli-
cal inflnenece unduly exercised. There
was the challenge, and it is repeated to-
night in the hon, member’s motion; and
therefore the answer to it is to show who
did recommend those justices. I will
readily admit there are confidential com-
munications which this House, T believe,
would not ask for.

Mr. Jacoby: Yon have asked for them.

Mr. WALKER: I know there may be
diserimination when the Government
knows what is wanted. Surely it ean
supply so mueh. Let the Attorney Gene-
ral tell us that the Government will
sapply the names of those appointed, to-
gether with those of the persons who
nominated them, and of those who were
removed,

The Attorney General: Move for your
return, then yon can ask for the informa-
tion.

Mr. WALKER: And by that time we
shall be swollen with plum pudding.
Christmas will be upon us and we shall
be overcome with so much good fellow-
ship that we would be prepared to for-
give even the Attorney General.

Mr. Jacoby: And we shall have the
Christmas pantomime,

Mr. WALKER: Yes, and Mr. Jaeoby
will be the elown.

Mr. Jacoby interjected.

Mr. WALKER: Do not try to make it
worse. The hon. member knows what we
want, Will he give it to us? Will the
Government give us that informationy If
not, I am not going to labour it. If not,
the accusations made during the Address-
in-Reply stand unanswered, and the At-
torney General has praectically by his si-
lenee to admit that he has been instru-
mental in getting justices appointed in
the Greenough distvict purely for politi-
cal reasgns,

[ASSEMBLY.)

Mr. HOLMAN (Murchison): After
the bitter, I might almost say venemons,
attack of the Attormey General on my
poor self, T daresay I shall be called upon
to defend my past actions, T have been
accused of almost every crime under the
sun. One thing they can never accuse me
of, namely, forsaking my position for
gain, or my friends for office, or my
principles for emoluments. All these have
been done times without number, as
many times as opportunity offered; but
none can accuse e of having done them,
or of having forfeited anything a man
should hold dear for an office of profit.

The Premier: You had only one chance
T think,

Mr. HOLMAN: I am pleased to know
that one of the Premier's eolleagnes was.
one of those who did not consider me
good enoungh to sit with, a man whom the
Premier has taken as colleague and who
forsakes friends and supporters for the
sake of office—those are things I would
never do. So far as my private and poli-
tieal life is eoncerned I defy the Attorney
General to point to one oceasion where
I bhave used my publie position for my
private or any other gain. I am sorry I
eannot say the same about the Attorney
General. My want of education has been
thrown at me from that side of the
House, Unfortunately I bad to go under-
ground before I was 13 years of age. I
have battled along for myself and others
ever sinee, The Attorney General has done
good to himself al the sacrifice of his
principles, and at the cost of forsaking
his friends.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is
going too far; he must not proceed in
that strain. If he does so I shall deal
with him,

Mr. HOLMAN : It is unfortunate you
were not in a position to deal with the
hon, wember when he made a most vio-
lent and bitter attack upon me.

Mr. SPEAKER: There is a motion be--
fore the House, and the hon. member must
confine himself to it.

Mr. HOLMAN: I was venomously at-
tacked by the Attorney General

Mr. SPEAKER: T was not in the Chair
at the time.
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Mr., TTOLMAN: 1 consider 1 amn en-
titled to defend mysell, and whether I am
a member of this Chamber or not 1 am
not poing to allow a man like thui, or
auy one else, to attack me without de-
fending myself. And if 1 am to cease to
be a mewber in ovder to defend myself T
would rather sacrifice my position in Par-
liament than my manhood. I would like
the Attorney General to give an explana-
tion of why Mr. Cornish was appointed a
justice for Novthampion. Is he a work-
ing partner of Filiott’s, who is Nansoh's
brother-in-law? Take the appointment of
Tev, Is he a manager for Copley at
(Cockatea. Tt has been said he was never
in a court bouse in his life until he was
sent for to he sworn in and asked to sit
a1 the criminal sessions. Mr. Teakle and
Mr. Jupp were also appointed justices—
Mr. Maynard, Mr. Mitehell and Mr. Sewell
were other appointees.

The Attorney General: They are all
gﬂnd men,

AMr. HOLMAN : Then why this vpposi-
tion to placing the papers on the table?
Then there is Mr. W. Grant; he has spent
a little money in Nanson’s elections to
secure his return.

The Attorney General: Mr. Grant was
not in the State at the time.

Alr. Trov: Grant is a very decent man,

amt has always been a supporter of the
Attornex General.

Mr. HOLMAN: Why was it necessary
1o make all these appointments in North-
ampton when in other places we cannot
wet a single appaintment?

Mr., Walker: I can never secure ihe ap-
pointment of a labour man.

Mx. O’Loghlen : I cannot get one, labour
or otherwise,

The Premier: Do not say that. Youn
know hetter than that.

Mr. HOLMAN: Why were MeCrief,
Brown, and Davis siruck off? Was there
anything against them?

The Premier: There must have been.

Mr. HOLMAN: There you are; and
the Premier said the other night it did
not follow that because a man was struck
off there was anything against him. When
they make these staternents in the Honse
they are taking a cowardly action in ve-
fusing to allow the papers on the Table.
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Il is a dastardly, cowardly position to
take up. The Premier said there must
have been something against them. Why,
then, should he not make it known and
give i{lem a chance to reply?

The Premier: I said there must be some
reason for it.

Mr. HOLMAN : You said there must be
something agaiust them. It there is some-
thing against Mr. Davis, why, when
Davis wrote to the acting Premier, was he
reappointed?

The Premier: Then there lias been no-
thing against him.

Mr. HOLMAN: Then give the oihers
the same opportunity.

The Premier: They all have the same
opportunity. Mr. Glick was reappointed.

Mr. HOLMAN : Mr. Davis wrote to the
aeting Premier, so I am informed, and
bis friends wrote to Mr. Nanson, and he
was reappointed,

The Atiorney General: Mr. Davis was
never struck off.

Mr. HOLMAXN: Well, why was he not
on?

The Attorney General: By a clerical
error, or a typographieal error, his name
was omitted from the list.

Mr, HOLMAN: Tn my opinion the
main reason why the names were struck
off and others substituted was the exist-
ence of political errors. It i=s all very
fine to say that beeanse a man gets up in
the Chamber and makes statements those
statements are not true. In regard to any
statements T have made here I defy the
Attorney Genera!l to disprove them. If he
can disprove the statements T made in
connection with his department T will
leave the Chamber for ever,

The Attorney (eneral: Let me have
your statement.

Mr. HOLMAN : That papers from your
department have been supplied to the
Sunday Times afler & vesolution was ear-
ried in the House, in eonnection ith
Barry versus the Crown, T made a state-
ment before, and the Attorney General
knows it, and T waat to know how it is
the Sunday Times can get papers from
the Lands Department and the Attorney
General’s Department, and anv other de-
partmenf. when these papers have been
ordered o be placed on the Table.
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Mr. Troy: That is nothing.

Mr. IIOLMAN: I amn perfectly satis-
fied now the Attorney General has refused
to cive this information there must be
something in it. A man is entitled to view
with suspicion the operations of a per-
son who in the past has given good
vzrounds to have his actions s¢ viewed.
S0 far as the Attorney General and the
appointment of justices are concerned, we
know that in a distriet that did not re-
yuire new appointments the appointment
of a lavge number of justices was made.
wliile | have made recommendations for
the appointment of reputable persons in
my district and these recommendations
have yeceived no consideration at all. Vet
those men were all of good standing. Evil
as I am in the opinion of the Attor-

ney General, I defy bim to point
to one vecommendation I have made
contrary to honest convietions. Even

the Minister for Mines has to admit
that every application I have made
has been absolutely straightforward and
fair. Why is it that these men who have
been in the distriet for years, business
men of sound repute, are refused ap-
prointwents to the commission when any
big mining man ean get appointed al-
most on the day he enters the district?
It i1s absolulely nnjust. I say there are
as good men amwongst the workers of
the State worthy of being placed on the
eommission of the peace as there are
amwngst other elasses, and I protest
against this poliey of making all the ap-
pointmentg from ihe leisured elasses. I
protest against the appointment of
justices of the peace in the XNorth-
ampton district, when those appoint-
ments have the appearance of a ve-
turn  for favonrs received, and [
resent the imputation cast upen people
whose appointments were cancelled by
the Preover himself. I hope that he
will make the same reparation in those
cases as he has made in oue or two other
cases up to the present time. I have
heard ecriticism of many justices who
have been appointed. Mr, (Hick has been
eriticised, and a number of business peo-
ple have eome to me and asked me to
inguire into his reappointment. I do not

[ASSEMBLY.]

know anything against bim, but I think
I ean preduce men of repute who will
express greal dissatisfaetion with that
appointment.

The Premier:
against him?

Mr. HOLMAN: I do not know any-
thing against him; if I did I would quieck-
ly say so, bat [ would like to kuow why
he was struck off and then reappointed.
1 believe (hat he is one of the most at-
tentive justices in the city, but when a
man has been struck off and reappointed
I think the people are entitled to some
explanntion. [n regard to these ofher
people. T maintain that it is absolutely
unfair to give them ne chance of being
reiustaied. The justices we have in this
State are almost, without exception, a
class of men who deserve the best thanks
of the community; they do their duty
honestly and conscientiously, and some
of those men who have been struck off
are placed in a position which they
shonld not be placed in. It seems to
me that the Attorney General is lacking
in manly spirit in refusing to table the
papers. If there are eonfidential papers
refleating on a man’s charaeter, that
person should have an opportunity of
defending himself. The defence could be
kept private also, bat let ns give these
men, whose reputfations have been at-
tacked. an opportunity to defend them-
selves and not say, as the Premier said
thizs evening, that there must be some-
thing against them, or they would nut
Lave heen strnek off

Mre. O'LOGHLEXN (Forrest): [ would
not have spoken on this motion but for
the fact that the Premier pointed ont
that 1 was particularly fortunate in hav-
ing justices appointed in my district.

The Premier: [ said that a friend of
yours had been appointed.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: T care uot whether
he be a friend or foe who is appointed
in my distriet, so long as he fills a pubhie
want. Prior 1o my entering this House
there was only one justice of the peace
in the whole of my electorare. And the
population there is so seattered that peo-
ple found it very ineonvenient fa have 10

Do you know anything
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2o many miles in order to get documents
signed by a jusiice of the peace. I made
applicuiion oy several oceasions for the
appeintment of apother justice, and,
eventually, my application was granted
after (he magisiraie had recommended
another person, The people of the dis-
triet recommended the appointment of
the storekevper, a gentleman who had
the confidence of evervbody ihere, and
was well fitted for the position; but the
magistrate recommended another person,
and fhat vecomwendation was adopted,
although later on the storekeeper was
also appointed to the commission. I
also applied for a justice of the peace in
another portion of the distriet, and my
request was refused. For 12 months
I kept on asking that this particular
gentleman should be appointed, because
the whole of the resident population,
totalling about 6U0 people, required a
justice of the peace in order to have
necessary work transacted. YWhaf was
the reply? The reply from the Pre-
mier’s office was that this man eould not
devote the whole of his time to the worlk,
bheeanse he was a foreman benchman in
the will, and, consequently, the Gov-
ernment could not see their way to ap-
point him.

The Premier:
son.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: That was the ve-
ply I received from the Premier’s office.

The Premier: Was it not that he
would not be available for the work?

Mr. O’LOGIILEXN : The letter went on
to puint ont that although the Govern-
ment eculd not appoint that man, they
would appoint another gentleman in the
same mill,

The Premie :
able.

Mre. O’LOGHLEN : Was be more avail-
able than the other man? As manager
he has a biz business to attend to. and
is out of the distriet for a large portion
of bhis time, T think it is time that a
protest was made against the method
of appointing justices throughout the
State.

The Premier:
pointed?

That was not the rea-

Because he was avail-

Was not your man ap-
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Mr, O'LOGHLEN: Yes; after 12
months' asking. First of all, the mana-
ger of the mill was appointed on the
recomumendation of the warden; and Jater
on the other gentleman was appointed.
In that locality we have now two jus-
tices, and are well served, but in other
distriets it is impossible for the people
to get a justice at all. I believe that I
have three justices in the whole of my
electorate, and 1 do not eare whether he
be a political fue, or a political supporter,
I believe that if the whole of the people
reconmend a man, and, on inquiry he is
found to have nothing against him, bat is
a fit and proper person, the Government
should accept thai vecommendation, I
realise that in pelitieal appointments it
is possible for a man who is taking an
active part in polities to do a consid-
erable amount of good for the party heis
suppurting As once who has taken part
in  two Federal eleelions, and has
travelled over a good portion of the State,
I found that in several instances the jus-
tices of the peace were artively engaged
in canvassing for postal votes on behalf
of my opponent. I suppose it is legiti-
mate, but the fact remains that my politi-
cal opponents had a considerable advant-
age over me in laving the services of
those zentlemen.

Mr. Angwin: That shows that the
postal vote system is wrong.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: The whole postal
vote system is rotten, and wants reform-
ing from beginning to end. I want to say
a word in vegard to a remark by the At-
torney General, that he supposed that if
the present Opposition-were to cross the
floor of the House, and occupy the Cov-
ernment henches, they would appoint
their own supporiers throughout the
State.

The Attorney General: I said judging
from the way you suspected us.

Mr. ’LOGHLEN: They would bave
to o a long way indeed to get up {n the
record that lias been established by the
Government to wlich the hon. member
belongs. During the 12 months that the
Daglish Government were in office. T do
not suppose ihat five men with Labour
sympathies throunghont Western Ansira-
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lia received appoiniments to the eommis-
sion of the peace. I am confident there
were not five, not even four, throughout
the whole of Western Australia, who
could claim that they avere appointed
becanse perhaps they might ocenpy a
prominent position in the Labour move-
ment. I wish to referr to the disemim-
ination shown between removing Mr.
Johns, and the action taken in regard to
other justices of fhe peace. Mr. Johns,
a justice of the peace at Collis, refused—
and I believe rightly so—to carry out the
duties of a coroner without clevieal as-
sistance, and he was removed from his
position; on the other hand, Mr. Ardagh
at Boulder and Mr. Whelan did exactly
the same thing, entered their protest that
assistance should be rendered, but no ae-
tion was taken. Again, Mr. Johns was
removed from the roster of justices of
the” peace, and was practically told he
was not qualified to hold the position
because he refused to fall in with the
views of the Attorney General, while a
gentleman who has broken the laws on
two or three occasions, Mr. MeLarty, has
his name still on the list, These diserim-
inations should not be shown. It is not
fair where men are appointed who are
strong political partisans and supporters
of the Government. T trust the Govern-
ment will in their future actions show
consideration to the requirements of the
people and make appointments where
they will serve a pnblic want. T have
instances in my own electorate where
people have to travel many miles to get
documents signed. They do not always
like to go to their employers or their mas-
ters or the men directly over them as
foremen to have documents witnessed.
Consequently they ask that some outside
persans, apart altogether from their fore-
men. should be appointed. They require
the serviees of justices of the peace jusi
as mueh as the settlers in the distriet re-
presented by the member for Gresnough.
I trust in future the Government will not
diseriminate between actions taken by
different justices of the peace, also that
a little more attention will be given to
electorates represented by members of
the Opposition, and that some of the re-
commendations made will he adopted.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. TROY (in reply): The Attorney
General cuts a most undignified figure
when, in order to esecape from the result
of his own challenge, he makes mosi bit-
ter insinuations in regard to the intention
of members of the Opposition. We know
that when a nomination is made from
the electorate of a member of the Qppo-
sition no inguiry is made of the mem-
ber for the distriet as to whether the per-
son is competent for the position for
whieh le is nominated. I koow that nine-
tentis of the appointments in my elec-
torate are never referred to me; no in-
guiry is made of me as to whether they
are competenl; but 1 am glad to say in
the majority of instances they are per-
sons against whom I ean raise no objee-
tion. Yef persons have been appeinted in
the State to whom the strongest excep-
tion ean be taken; and though I do not
want to mention names, there are un-
doubtedly some appointed by the Attor-
ney General to whose tender mer¢ies no
intelligent body of people should be sub-
mitted. I referred to Mr, Patrick, but I
made no deprecatory remarks in regard
to his ability or charaeter; 1 gave all that
in; but I pointed out that it was most
extraordinary that Mr. Patriek, who has
never done any serviee in the State I
know of worthy of recognition, was ap-
pointed justice of the peace for the whole
State, while people who represent West-
ern Australia in the Federal Parliament
are denied that privilege and honour.
How is it that Senator Lynch, one of the
finest characters represeniing this State,
one of the ablest men in the State, a man
respected by friend and foe alike, is not
appointed a justice of the peace for the
whele State? He is representative of
the whole of the State and is an able and
capable man.

Mr. Heitmann: And was ai one time a
Cabinet Minister, though I do not know
whether that is any recommendation.

Air. TROY : I find that the majority of
those who were Cabinet Ministers in this
State, except several members of the La-
bour Government. are justiees of the peace
for the whole State. T find Mr. McEenzie
Grant is a justice of the peace for the
whnle State, So far as I know he is a
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gentleman deserving the honour of a com-
mission of the peace; be is an upright
man and an enterprising man, and one
who is very intelligent, and against whom
nothing can be said; but he has done no-
thing so far as I know to entitle him io
the distinguished honour of being a just-
ice of the peace for the whole Siaie.
The Attorney General eannct deny that,
although Mr. McKlenzie Grant may have
been absent from the State during the last
elections, he is one of the Attorney Gene-
ral’s strongest supporters.

The Abttorney General:
say he is.

Mr, TROY: The Attorney General
says he would have rather Mr. McKenzie
Grant’s support than mine. He may rest
assured there is not the slightesi possi-
bility of his getting mine. I regret the
Attorney General has not seen fit to ae-
cept the challenge he threw out. It stands
to his utter discredit that he has not the
courage or pluck to stand up and accept
that which he invited.

The Attorney General: I have, if you
move for the return I suggested.

Mr. TROY: Tt is an extraordinary
thing that a great majority of the just-
ices of the peace appoinied have been
during the last few years. In the elec-
torates represented by hon, members on
the Government side there are four just-
ices of the peace to one in the electorates
represented by members of the Opposi-
tion, showing undoubtedly the appoint-
ments are made for politieal purposes.’'I
do not deny that some of those appointed
are competent men and able men, but T
want to lknow why able men and compe-
tent men and intelligent men have heen
struek off the roll, men against whose
charaeter nothing ean be said. When such
an extraordinary number of appoint-
ments have been made by the Minister
and by those who follow them. it cannot
be otherwise than for party purposes. I
intend to push the motion standing in
my name.

Question put, and a division taken with
the following resnlt:—

Aves .. - .. 16
Noes . . .. 19

.3

I am glad to

Majority against
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Aven,
Mr. Apngwin Mr. Swan
Mr. Colller Mr. Troy
Mr. Gourley Mr. Underwood
Mr. Heitmann Mr. Walker
Mr. Holman Mr. Ware
Mr. Horan Mr. A, A, Wilson
Mr. Hudeon Mr, Bolton
Mr. McDowall {Teller).
Mr. O'Loghlen
NoEs,
Mr. Brown Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Carson Mr. Monger
Mr. Cowcher Sir N, J. Moore
Mr. Davies Mr. 8. F. Moore
Mr. Draper Mr, Nanson
Mr. Grogory Mr. Osborn
Mr. Hardwick Mr. Plesae
Mr, Harper Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Jacoby Mr. Gordon
Mr. Layman (Teller).

Question thus negatived.

House adjourned at 10.53 p.m.

Legislative Counctl,
Thursday, 1st December, 1910.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4.30 pm.,-and read prayers.

QUESTIONS — WATER
ORA BANDA.
Hon. J. W. KIRWAN asked the Col-
onial Seeretary: 1, Whether the attention
of the Government has been drawn to the
reports of very rich and important gold
discoveries in the Ora Banda distriet?
2, Whether the Government is aware that
there is now practically a water famine
on the field, a famine that is likely to be-
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